THE BENEFITS OF PRIVATELY OWNED

CAMPGROUNDS IN WASHBURN

PRIVATE CAMPGROUND
OWNERS PAY TAXES

CAMPGROUND
OWNERS GIVE BACK

Many Campground Owners that are
Members of the Wisconsin

CAMPGROUND Association of Campground Owners
contribute to local Fire, Sherriff, and

GUESTS BOOST Emergency groups. In 2022 alone,
LOCAL ECONOMIES our members donated over $218K to

the GBF Foundation, which assists
over 156 charities in the state of WI!

CAMPGROUND OWNERS
1in 21 Jobs are sustained by 5 FOLLOW ENVIRONMENTAL
tourism in the state of WI! & STATE GUIDELINES

Find out more information:

@ www.wisconsincampgrounds.com They are held to all standards listed
in ATCP 79, including those specific to septic,

water, lodging (non-residential), and sizing
requirements, to name a few!

ﬂ https://www.facebook.com/wicampgrounds
QO (608)525-2327

Source information included in packet of following pages: from the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, the RVIA, and our attorney, Mark Hazelbaker.




Kasieta
Legal
»Group, LLC

A Limited Liability Company

Attorney Mark B. Hazelbaker
Circuit Court Commissioner
Direct Line: 608.662.2300
Direct Email: mh@kasieta.com

January 4, 2023
Washburn County Ad Hoc Committee On Campground Zoning

Re:  Proposals to Modify Campground Zoning
Our File: 489.01

Dear Committee Members:

| write as the Legal Counsel of the Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners. We are
concerned by proposals to modify campground zoning on discussion in Washburn County. For
some time now, campgrounds have been targeted by a group of individuals who accuse them of
spreading “like invasive weeds” with the effect of ruining rural Wisconsin. In this letter, I would
like to address the concepts under consideration, but also, the facts underlying this issue. Simply
stated, campgrounds pose no threat to the air, water, forests or finances of Washburn County, or
any County. Campgrounds are a positive contribution to the tourism base of Wisconsin.

What is a Campground?

Campgrounds are a place of lodging, not residences. Campgrounds are licensed by the State of
Wisconsin under Wis. Stats. sec. 97.67. The State has a detailed code regulating campgrounds
found at ATCP 79 [https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/atcp/055/79]. The State
Code requires detailed plans of all new campgrounds or expansions. Minimum standards for
layout, density and supporting amenities in campgrounds are mandated.

Notably, the State Code requires: “(1) Campsite use. No operator may allow a campsite to be
occupied by the same individual for more than 8 continuous months in any 12 month period.”
The Code does not forbid campgrounds from being open in the winter; a few are in order to serve
winter sport patrons. But more than 90 percent of campgrounds in Wisconsin operate from mid-
April to mid-October. The busy season is Memorial Day to Labor Day weekends. Some
campers spend an entire summer in their campers, but far more use the campground on weekends
and holidays.

Campgrounds do not allow people to reside permanently at the campground. WACO has
worked to help members with a model seasonal agreement which expressly forbids people form
treating a campground as a residence. We do not want residents, who might become tenants.
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Campground guests are lodgers who can be removed from the campground without being
evicted, and are when they misbehave.

The units campers stay in are constructed to strict standards. Most private campgrounds provide
sites for recreational vehicles (RVs) and camping cabins.

RVs include trailers, motorhomes and “park model RVs.” All of those units are titled as motor
vehicles. [That is why RVs are not subject to property taxes; vehicles are not taxed in
Wisconsin]. Trailers and RVs are built to follow the Recreational Vehicle Industry Association
(RVIA) code and National Fire Protection Association Standard 1192. NFPA 1192 includes
safety standards that also apply to campground layout and operations.  Because they meet
standards, camping units are not cheap and they offer safe and quality transient lodging.

Camping units are not to be set on foundations or permanently installed. They are required to
keep their wheels and towbars on. WACO members insist on that. The State Code expressly
permits camping units to be stored in campgrounds during the winter. Guests are not allowed in
the campground or the camping unit during the winter; the water is turned off.

Camping cabins are small (400 square feet or less) structures which are built to a state code, SPS
327. Camping cabins and camping units are not dwelling units. None of those structures are
built to the standards of the Uniform Dwelling Code. They are built to be a place of transient
occupancy.

Campgrounds are not mobile home parks. The Code allows a campground to have as many as 2
mobile homes without needing a mobile home community license. And there are campgrounds
which have adjacent mobile home parks. Those mobile home parks — which should not be
confused with the adjacent campground -- are places of residence.

To summarize, campgrounds are a popular way for people to enjoy traveling and staying in rural
communities or vacation spots. They are a major component of Wisconsin’s tourism industry.

Responding to Attacks On Campgrounds
The criticisms we have heard about campgrounds seem to fall in two basic categories: fiscal and
environmental. It is argued that campgrounds cost the community a large sum of money for
public services which they do not pay. It is asserted that campgrounds are bad for the
environment. Each of those concerns can be addressed.

Campgrounds Are Not A Fiscal Drain
Campground owners are in a good position to know what public services they require. Critics
have claimed there are police, sheriff and EMS responses to campgrounds. There are assertions
that campgrounds use roads without paying for the cost of road maintenance.

The facts are different.



From the criticisms, you’d think campgrounds are high crime neighborhoods. Just the opposite.
Campground owners perform background screens on prospective guests. Campgrounds are not
afraid to remove disorderly guests. When campgrounds remove guests, we do so through civil
legal means. There are just a handful of calls by law enforcement to campgrounds, the
overwhelming majority of them being medical calls. EMS calls happen because people are ill,
not because they are at campgrounds. Almost all campground guests have health coverage
which pays for emergency medical care and transportation.

With regard to roads, we have two observations. WACO agrees with county, town, village and
city officials that Wisconsin has badly underfunded road maintenance. This is especially true of
counties and towns. We support increasing revenues for out roads. Campgrounds need good
roads because our guests travel from distant locations. Campgrounds are not the cause of
underfunded roads or road damage. We note that the size and weight of farm machinery has
steadily increased in the past 25 years while camping units have remained constant.
Campgrounds do not deserve to be singled out as the source of local road problems.

Our guests certainly pay for road usage. Please recall that our guests tend to visit campgrounds
on weekends. They travel to and from their homes. An average camper pays a considerable
amount of fuel taxes going back and forth, especially since many RV owners drive larger
vehicles. Recall that campgrounds are not open in the winter and do not require winter road
maintenance.

Please also keep in mind that the vast bulk of local taxes are for two services that campgrounds
do not use — schools and human services.

Campground guests most certainly pay taxes. The campground itself is assessed as commercial
property and pays property taxes accordingly They pay seasonal and overnight fees which are
taxed. Some campgrounds pay tens of thousands of dollars in sales taxes. We are aware there is
dissatisfaction with the portion of state revenues coming back to counties and local units. We
support efforts by the Legislature and Governor to increase those payments.

Critics are upset that RVs and park models are exempt from property taxes. All motor vehicles
(including trailers) are exempt. Indeed, Wisconsin is moving away from having any personal
property taxes at all. The contention that trailers should be taxed is at odds with current thinking
on tax reform. It also ignores that trailer owners pay sales tax when they purchase trailers and
annual license plate renewal fees.

We have heard people complain that Wisconsin should be pursuing construction of resorts,
which will pay more in taxes. WACO has nothing against resorts. We have seen no indication
that developers are building resorts, though. The economics of building resorts have not been
favorable for some time. Construction is spectacularly expensive. Competition from AirBnB
and VRBO is intense. We are confident that any major project for construction of any
commercial enterprise would be accompanied by requests for tax incremental financing (if
available) or other public subsidies. By contrast. there isn’t a private campground in Wisconsin
which has ever received a penny of government construction assistance. During the pandemic
when other businesses received financial assistance, campgrounds remained open and provided a
needed outlet for people who otherwise would have had nowhere to go.
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An objective review of how campgrounds work shows that they do not cost the taxpayers very
much at all. People drive to campgrounds to stay for a time and are served by the campground’s
services. They do not consume public services. But they certainly pay taxes.

There is another point to make about campgrounds. They generate economic activity. They are
a source of employment. Campgrounds hire seasonal staff, often young people who need work.
There also may be year-round work on maintenance of the campground. People who come to
campgrounds buy groceries, go to pharmacies and otherwise support the local economy.

Environmental Concerns

Critics have also attacked campgrounds as an alleged threat to the environment. These concerns
are exaggerated to the point of hysteria.

Impact on Lakes

Wisconsin’s lakes are a precious resource. However, emphasis needs to be on the fact that lakes
are Wisconsin’s resource, not the property of people who currently own land along lake shores,
or even of the counties.

Suggestions have been made that counties should impose stiffer shoreland zoning requirements
against campgrounds. Counties cannot do so. Wisconsin law provides at sec. 59.692 (1d)(a) that
“An ordinance enacted under this section [a county shoreland ordinance] may not regulate a
matter more restrictively than the matter is regulated by a shoreland zoning standard.” The term
“shoreland zoning standard” means the shoreland zoning rules adopted by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, sec. 59.692 (1)(c).

If counties believe more restrictive policies for development of lakes are appropriate, counties
need to start addressing those concerns by revising their comprehensive plans. Zoning must be
consistent with comprehensive plans. A zoning regulation which targets one industry over
another without a basis in the comprehensive plan may be invalid.

Trying to restrict lakes to a group of people (such as owners of residences) is improper. Lakes
are the common property of all the people in Wisconsin. If there is a problem with excessive
numbers of boats on lakes, then all boat use on a lake needs to be addressed. To put it another
way, if there is a boat problem, it will not be addressed with a campground solution. It needs a
boat solution.

Impact on Groundwater Resources
Suggestions have been made that campgrounds endanger Wisconsin’s groundwater by

consuming vast amounts of water drawn from the private wells which serve almost all
campgrounds. Again, that is a ludicrous proposition.



Washburn County is blessed with an average of 31 inches of rain per year'. That deposits an
enormous amount of water. Do the math and you will see that just one acre of land in Washburn
County receives an average of 841,781.75 gallons of water. A study of groundwater recharge
by Warren A. Gebert, et al., concluded that inches of that rain percolates to recharge the
groundwater — which is 271,213 gallons of recharge per acre.

Our critics pointed to an advertisement which noted that one person advertised their RV
trailer as sleeping 11 people. Of course, that is a wild extreme. In the real world, most
campgrounds have far less than 20 units per acre; have two guests per unit (excepting for a few
weekends with children or grandchildren); use far less than 150 gallons per day, and, are present
for 30 to 45 days in a season. Campground uses less water than is recharged to the groundwater.
If we are greatly worried about groundwater withdrawals, campgrounds are not the problem and
attention should be directed to water users who are drawing down groundwater.

Private wastewater treatment systems

Critics have suggested that campgrounds’ wastewater systems may pollute the soil and water.
They do not.

The design criteria for POWTS in Wisconsin are the strictest in the United States. The POWTS
rules in place in Wisconsin (in SPS 383) were the subject of decades of battles. Wastewater
treatment rules were used for too many years as a way to try to control rural growth, especially,
residential subdivisions. Today’s rules have been extensively studied, validated by testing and
proven in 22 years of experience since the modern form of SPS 383 took effect. The rules are
designed to assure that every system is sized and designed to safely treat the wastewater which
will be generated.

It has been a generation since Wisconsin led the nation in upgrading private septic systems
throughout the State. To protect lakes and groundwater, the State spent tens of millions of
dollars through the Wisconsin Fund to assist property owners in replacing obsolete or failed
private systems. Going forward, SPS 383 allows property owners to use a range of technologies
to safely treat wastewater.

The history is important because it sets the stage for the main point. Because Wisconsin’s rules
are so stringent, Wisconsin completely preempts more restrictive local regulation of wastewater
systems. SPS 383.03 (5)(a) states:

(5) Local ordinances.

(a) Pursuant to ss. 59.70 (5) (a) and 145.02 (2), Stats., this chapter is uniform in
application and a governmental unit may not enact an ordinance for the design,
installation, inspection and management of a POWTS which is more or less
stringent than this chapter, except as specifically permitted by rule.

Wisconsin preempts local ordinances because there is no health or environmental reason to do
imposing any stricter limits. There are innumerable onsite systems in Wisconsin which serve

! Annual Normal Wisconsin Precipitation 1981-2010, Prepared by E.J. Hopkins, PhD, Assistant Wisconsin State
Climatologist.
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large operations in rural areas, whether they are truck stops, RV campgrounds, mobile home
parks, churches or schools. These systems work well. Systems are inspected every three years
and pumped.

Imposing zoning restrictions on campgrounds based on alleged problems with wastewater
treatment would be legally improper. Zoning has to have a rational basis and be lawful.
Adopting zoning restrictions to regulate onsite wastewater treatment would be a violation of the
preemption provisions of Wisconsin law.

Impact on Forests

We have heard statements suggesting that new campgrounds threaten to devour forests in
Wisconsin. That assertion is ludicrous. Wisconsin has 20 percent more forest land in 2022 than
it did in 1936 (13,497,000 in 1936 versus 16,943,543 today)

Washburn County has 150,196 acres of forest just in the County Forest lands. Private owners
hold several times as much forest land in the County. There is no prospect that campgrounds or
any other land use will destroy the forests of Washburn County.

We will have more comments to offer about proposals to restrict campgrounds. But this issue, in
particular, should go no further. Washburn County officials should be aware that similar claims
about campground wastewater systems were made in Burnett County — and refuted not only by
WACO but by the State officials concerned with wastewater regulation. The anti-campground
group continues to advance the same false claims even though they know they are false. We
would hope you would see that this group has no credibility whatsoever.

Conclusion

Campgrounds have been an important part of Wisconsin’s tourism industry for decades. Far
from being a drain on the state or the north, campgrounds are a vital source of economic activity.
We hope Washburn County will resist overblown fears as a basis for policy.

Very Truly Yours,

KASIETA LEGAL GROUP, LLC

Mark B Hayelluter

Attorney Mark B Hazelbaker

Cc: WACO Members
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January 3, 2023

Washburn County Ad-Hoc Committee on Campground Regulations
Superior, Wisconsin

Re:  Counties May Not Impose Stricter Rules On POWTS or Wells for Campgrounds
Dear Committee Members:

| represent the Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners. | write to explain why
Washburn County may not, through local ordinances, impose stricter limits on private onsite
wastewater treatment systems. For some time, we have been monitoring efforts by an anti-
campground group to impose limitations on campgrounds. One of their suggestions has been
that counties should attempt to impose stricter regulations on campgrounds’ use of POWTS.
Those efforts are without any basis in fact and are barred by law.

It has been suggested that RVs located in campgrounds generate large amounts of wastewater
and overwhelm the capacity of POWTS. That simply is not the case. RVs do not generate
anything like the wastewater generated by manufactured homes, which also are served by group
POWTS throughout Wisconsin. The seasonality of campgrounds’ use of POWTS has no impact
on the functionality of the drainfields.

The design criteria for POWTS in Wisconsin are the strictest in the United States. The POWTS
rules in place in Wisconsin (in SPS 383) took decades to finalize because wastewater treatment
rules were used for too many years as a way to try to stop rural residential subdivisions. The
rules we have today have been extensively studied, validated by testing and proven in 22 years of
experience since the modern form of SPS 383 took effect.

It has been a generation since Wisconsin led the nation in upgrading private septic systems
throughout the State. To protect lakes and groundwater, the State spent hundreds of millions of
dollars to assist property owners in replacing obsolete or failed private systems. Going forward,
SPS 383 allows property owners to use a range of technologies to safely treat wastewater.

That review is important because it sets the stage for my main point. Wisconsin preempts local
regulation of wastewater systems. SPS 383.03 (5)(a) states:
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(5) Local ordinances.

(a) Pursuant to ss. 59.70 (5) (a) and 145.02 (2), Stats., this chapter is uniform in
application and a governmental unit may not enact an ordinance for the design,
installation, inspection and management of a POWTS which is more or less
stringent than this chapter, except as specifically permitted by rule.

Wisconsin preempts local ordinances because there is no health or environmental rationale for
imposing any stricter limits. There are innumerable installations around Wisconsin where group
systems serve RV campgrounds, mobile home parks, or large rural uses such as churches or
schools. These systems work well.

Imposing zoning restrictions on campgrounds based on alleged problems with wastewater
treatment would be legally improper. Zoning has to have a rational basis and be lawful.
Adopting zoning restrictions to regulate onsite wastewater treatment would be a violation of the
preemption provisions of Wisconsin law.

We will have more comments to offer about proposals to restrict campgrounds. But this issue, in
particular, should go no further. Washburn County officials should be aware that similar claims
about campground wastewater systems were made in Burnett County — and refuted not only by
WACO but by the State officials concerned with wastewater regulation. The anti-campground
group continues to advance the same false claims even though they know they are false. We
would hope you would see that this group has no credibility whatsoever.

Very Truly Yours,

KASIETA LEGAL GROUP, LLC

Mark B Hayelluter

Attorney Mark B Hazelbaker
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RVs Move America

AN AMERICAN INDUSTRY AND ECONOMIC ENGINE
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WISCONSIN TOURISM RECOVERY
SURGES IN 2021

CONTINUES

Tourism surged back in 2021, with double-digit growth in economic impactin each
of Wisconsin’s 72 counties. Travelers discovered the unexpected and had memory-
making experiences with loved ones. Recovery is a total team effort with Wisconsin
tourism partners all focused on promoting what makes Wisconsin great.

A

IN JOBS SUSTAINED 1 9 K FULL-TIME &
BY TOURISM & PART-TIME JOBS

2020..... 157K+ +1%

VISITOR TRIPS TO Wi STATE & LOCAL TAXES FEDERAL TAXES AMOUNT EACH WISCONSIN
HOUSEHOLD would need to pay

102.3 MILLION $ 1.4 BILLION $1.2 BILLION to maintain the current level of

government services generated
2020 ..... 90.7 MILLION 2020..... $1.2 BILLION 2020..... $1BILLION by tourism spending.

+13% +19% +14% $ 580 2020..... $485
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Total Tourism Impacts
Wisconsin and Counties - Alphabetical

Direct Visitor Spending Employment Total Labor Income State and Local Taxes

Millions % Total % Millions % Millions %
pLoylo) 2021 Change 2020 2021 Change 2020 2021 Change 2020 2021 Change
Wisconsin Total $17,267( $20,929 21.2%]| $9,803.6| $12,856.3 31.1%| 157,332 169,707 7.9%| $5,143.9 $5,798.3 12.7%)| $1,165.4| $1,388.2 19.1%
Burnett County $33 $40 235%| $21.2 $26.5 25.4% 321 374 16.2% $7.0 $8.8 26.3% $2.5 $2.9 19.1%
Douglas County $124|  $149 204%| $825 $1036 256%| 1,088 1,240 14.0%| $282[ $337 19.6% $9.3|  $11.0 18.5%
Washburn County $39 $48 240%| $24.6 $31.0 26.3% 434 483 11.2%|  $11.6] $13.4 15.7% $2.9 $3.3 15.2%
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Published under s. 35.93, Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.

608-11 AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION ATCP 79.03
Chapter ATCP 79
CAMPGROUNDS

ATCP 79.01 Authority and purpose. ATCP 79.15 Sewage and wastewater treatment and handling.

ATCP79.02  Scope. ATCP 79.16  Toilet facilities.

ATCP79.03  Definitions. ATCP 79.17  Shower building.

ATCP79.04  Plans and specifications for campgrounds. ATCP 79.18  Petting zoos.

ATCP 79.05 License to operate a campground. ATCP 79.19 Fish and game cleaning station.

2¥gg ;382 gs?;:z?;g;tfees' ATCP 79.20  Garbage and refuse.

ATCP 79.08 Suspensior} or revocation of license. ‘//gglz ;gg; quecl and rgdent control.

ATCP 79.09 Appeals of actions by the department. . 1re prev‘entlon.

ATCP 79.10  Appeals of actions by agent health departments. ATCP79.23  Play equipment. L

ATCP 79.11 Campsite use, designation, location, and density. ATCP 79.24  General campground administration.

ATCP 79.12 Campground access and road systems. ATCP 79.25 Mobile or manufactured homes in a campground.

ATCP 79.13 Camping units. ATCP 79.26 Special event campgrounds.

ATCP 79.14  Water supply; water systems and service connections. ATCP 79.27 Rustic campsites.

Note: Chapter H 78 as it existed on August 31, 1978 was repealed and a new chap-
ter H 78 was created effective September 1, 1978. Chapter H 78 was renumbered
chapter HSS 178, effective June 1, 1982; chapter HSS 178 as it existed on October
31, 1985 was repealed and a new chapter HSS 178 was created effective November
1, 1985. Chapter HSS 178 was renumbered chapter HFS 178 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b)
1., Stats., corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register, January,
1997, No. 493. Chapter HFS 178 was renumbered chapter DHS 178 effective Febru-
ary 1, 2009, and corrections made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register January
2009 No. 637. Chapter DHS 178 was repealed and recreated effective 2-1-16 by CR
15-001. Chapter DHS 178 was renumbered chapter ATCP 79 under s. 13.92 (4) (b)
1., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.01 Authority and purpose. This chapter is
promulgated under the authority of s. 97.67, Stats., to regulate the
maintenance and operation of campgrounds in order to protect the
health and safety of the public.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.01 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction made under s. 13.92 (4)
(b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.02 Scope. (1) AppLicaBILITY. This chapter
applies to all campgrounds, except that only s. ATCP 79.26, apply
to special event campgrounds.

(2) VARIANCE. (a) 1. The department may approve a variance
to a method, practice, material, equipment or design required
under this chapter that will not be contrary to public health, safety
or welfare if the department is provided with satisfactory proof
that the variance will achieve results that are closely equivalent to
the results of literal application of the requirement under this
chapter.

2. To apply for a variance, the operator shall apply on a form
provided by the department. An application for a variance from
the requirements of this chapter shall be made in writing to the
department, specifying all of the following. The department may
require additional information from the operator before acting on
the request:

a. The rule from which the variance is requested.

b. The specific alternative action which the operator pro-
poses.

c. The reason for the request.

d. Justification that the variance will not adversely affect the
public health, safety, or welfare.

Note: To obtain a form for requesting a variance, e-mail datcpdfrsrec @ wiscon-
sin.gov or contact the Bureau of Food and Recreational Businesses at (608) 224-4702
or PO Box 8911, Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8911.

(b) The department shall approve or deny a request for a vari-
ance in writing within 30 business days after receiving a complete
application for a variance and any additional information
requested by the department. A variance approved by the depart-
ment under par. (a) may be made conditional for:

1. A defined period of time.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month.
is the date the chapter was last published.

2. Experimental or trial purposes.
History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.02 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) made under s. 13.92
(4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.03 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Agent” means the city, county, or village designated by
the department under s. 97.615 (2), Stats., and ch. ATCP 74 to
issue licenses to and make investigations or inspections of public
pools and water attractions.

(2) “Approved” means acceptable to the department, based on
its determination of conformance with this chapter and good pub-
lic health practices.

(3) “Campground” means a parcel or tract of land owned by
a person, state, or local government that is designed, maintained,
intended, or used for the purpose of providing campsites offered
with or without charge, for temporary overnight sleeping accom-
modations.

(4) “Camping cabin” means a building or other structure that
is 400 square feet or less in area. A camping cabin includes a yurt,
but does not include a tent, recreational vehicle, tourist rooming
house, mobile home, or manufactured home.

(5) “Camping trailer” has the meaning given in s. 340.01
(6m), Stats.

Note: Section s. 340.01 (6m), Stats., defines “camping trailer” to mean a recre-
ational vehicle with a collapsible or folding structure designed for human habitation
and towed upon a highway by a motor vehicle.

(6) “Camping unit” means a structure, including a tent, camp-
ing cabin, yurt, recreational vehicle, mobile home, or manufac-
tured home, bus, van, or pickup truck.

(7) “Campsite” means an area of a campground that is desig-
nated by the operator as capable of accommodating an indepen-
dent or dependent camping unit. A campsite may be one or a com-
bination of the following:

(a) Individual campsite.

(b) Group campsite.

(c) Seasonal campsite.

(d) Rustic campsite.

(8) “Campground attribute” means any of the following:
(a) Water system.

(b) Water distribution system.
(c) POWTS.

(d) Sanitary dump station.

(e) Toilet building.

(f) Toilet room.

(g) Shower room.

(h) Campground road system.

. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page

Register January 2020 No. 769
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(i) Campsite.
(j) A camping unit that is operator—provided.
(k) Any other operator—provided building or structure.

(9) “Collection point” means an area within a campground
used for the accumulation of garbage, refuse, or recyclables.

(10) “Department” means the Wisconsin department of agri-
culture, trade and consumer protection.

(11) “Dependent camping unit” means a camping unit that is
not equipped with a toilet or toilet facilities.

(12) “Dependent campsite” means an individual or group
campsite that is capable of supporting one or more dependent
camping units.

(13) “Domestic wastewater” has the meaning given in s. SPS
381.01 (78).

Note: Section SPS 381.01 (78) reads: “Domestic wastewater”” means the type of
wastewater, not including storm water, normally discharged from or similar to that
discharged from plumbing fixtures, appliances and devices including, but not limited
to sanitary, bath, laundry, dishwashing, garbage disposal, and cleaning wastewaters.

(14) “Group campsite” means a campsite designated for use
by 7 or more campers.

(15) “Independent camping unit” means a camping unit that
is equipped with a self—contained water storage tank and toilet
facility which discharges to a holding or transfer tank.

(16) “Independent campsite” means an individual or group
campsite that is capable of supporting one or more independent
camping units.

(17) “Individual campsite” means a campsite designated for
use by 6 or fewer campers, unless the campers are members of an
individual family.

(17m) “Individual family” means the principal campsite
occupant and persons related to that person as a spouse, child, par-
ent, grandparent, sibling or grandchild, or the spouse’s child, par-
ent, grandparent, sibling, or grandchild.

(18) “Manufactured home” has the meaning given in 42 USC
5402 (6).

Note: Section 42 USC 5402 (6) reads: “manufactured home” means a structure,
transportable in one or more sections, which, in the traveling mode, is eight body feet
or more in width or forty body feet or more in length, or, when erected on site, is three
hundred twenty or more square feet, and which is built on a permanent chassis and
designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when con-
nected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air—conditioning,
and electrical systems contained therein; except that such term shall include any
structure which meets all the requirements of this paragraph except the size require-
ments and with respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification
required by the Secretary and complies with the standards established under this
chapter; and except that such term shall not include any self—propelled recreational
vehicle.”

(19) “Mobile home” has the meaning given ins. 101.91 (10),
Stats.

Note: Section 101.91 (10) Stats., reads: “Mobile home” means a vehicle manufac-
tured or assembled before June 15, 1976, designed to be towed as a single unit or in
sections upon a highway by a motor vehicle and equipped and used, or intended to
be used, primarily for human habitation, with walls of rigid uncollapsible construc-
tion, which has an overall length in excess of 45 feet. “Mobile home” includes the
mobile home structure, its plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems,
and all appliances and all other equipment carrying a manufacturer’s warranty.

(20) “Motor home” has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (33m),
Stats.

Note: Section 340.01 (33m), Stats., reads: “Motor home” means a motor vehicle
designed to be operated upon a highway for use as a temporary or recreational dwell-
ing and having the same internal characteristics and equipment as a mobile home.

(21) "Operator” means the owner of a campground or the per-
son responsible to the owner for the operation of the campground.

(22) “Operator—provided” means a thing made available to
the public by the operator with or without charge.

(23) “Park model” means a recreational vehicle that is built on
a single chassis mounted on wheels, that has a gross trailer area of
not more than 400 square feet in the setup mode, and that bears a
label, symbol, or other identifying mark indicating construction
to nationally recognized standards ANSI 119.5.

(24) “Person” means, for purposes of issuing a license, an
individual, partnership, association, firm, company, corporation,
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municipality, county, town or state agency, whether tenant, owner,
lessee or licensee, or the agent, heir, or assignee of any of these,
as applicable.

(25) “Petting z0o” means a collection of animals that can be
touched or fed.

(26) “Plumbing system” has the meaning given in s. SPS
381.01 (179).

Note: Section SPS 381.01 (179) reads: “Plumbing system” includes the water
supply system, the drain system, the vent system, plumbing fixtures, plumbing appli-
ances and plumbing appurtenances that serve a building, structure or premises.

(27) “Potable” has the meaning given in s. NR 812.07 (75).

Note: Section NR 812.07 (75) reads: "Potable” means water supplied for human

consumption, sanitary use, or for the preparation of food or pharmaceutical products.

(28) “POWTS” or “private on—site wastewater treatment sys-
tem” has the meaning given in s. 145.01 (12), Stats.

Note: Section 145.01 (12), Stats., reads: PRIVATE ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREAT-
MENT SYSTEM. “Private on—site wastewater treatment system’” means a sewage treat-
ment and disposal system serving a single structure with a septic tank and soil absorp-
tion field located on the same parcel as the structure. This term also means an
alternative sewage system approved by the department including a substitute for the
septic tank or soil absorption field, a holding tank, a system serving more than one
structure or a system located on a different parcel than the structure. A private on—site
wastewater treatment system may be owned by the property owner or by a special
purpose district.

(29) “Private water system” has the meaning given in s. NR

812.07 (78).

Note: Section NR 812.07 (78) reads: “Private water system” means any water sys-
tem supplying water that is not a public water system.

(30) “Public sewer” has the meaning given in s. SPS 381.01
(198).
Note: Section SPS 381.01 (198) reads: “Public sewer” means a sewer owned and
controlled by a public authority.
(31) “Public water system” has the meaning given in s. NR
812.07 (80).

Note: Section NR 812.07 (80) reads: “Public water system” means a system for
the provision to the public of piped water for human consumption if such system has
at least 15 service connections or regularly serves an average of at least 25 individuals
daily at least 60 days per year. A public water system is either a "community water
system” or a “non—community water system.” Such system includes:

(a) Any collection, treatment, storage, and distribution facilities under control of

the operator of such system and used primarily in connection with such system, and

(b) Any collection or pretreatment storage facilities not under such control which

are used primarily in connection with such system.

(32) “Recreational vehicle” means a vehicle that has walls of
rigid construction, does not exceed 45 feet in length, is designed
to be towed upon a highway by a motor vehicle or has a motor of
its own, and is equipped and used, or intended to be used, primar-
ily for temporary or recreational human habitation. A recreational
vehicle includes camping trailers, motor homes, and park models.

(33) “Rustic campsite” means an individual campsite that is
accessible only by canoe, boat, horse, walking, or a nonmotorized
vehicle and for which there are no operator—provided camp-
ground attributes.

Note: DNR primitive and semi—primitive camping facilities as defined in s. NR
44.07 (6) (e) 2., are covered under an memorandum of understanding established
between the department and the DNR.

(34) “Sanitary dump station” means a department of safety
and professional services approved facility that is designed to
receive sewage and domestic wastewater from the holding tank or
transfer tank of a recreational vehicle.

(35) “Seasonal campsite” means a campsite in which the
operator allows a camper to park a privately owned camping unit
for 30 or more consecutive days.

(36) “Special event campground” means a campground tem-
porarily created to provide campsites in conjunction with a special
event, such as a fair, rally, carnival, music festival, sporting event,
community festival, or other similar event.

(37) “Tourist rooming house” notwithstanding s. ATCP 72.03
(20), when used in connection with this chapter, means a lodging
place other than a hotel or motel, that is more than 400 square feet,
in which sleeping accommodations are offered for pay to a tourist
or transient. A “tourist rooming house” does not include private
boarding or rooming houses not accommodating a tourist or tran-
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sient, or a bed and breakfast establishment regulated under ch.
ATCP 73.
(38) “Vault privy” has the meaning given in s. SPS 391.03 (9).

Note: Section SPS 391.03 (9) reads: ”Vault privy” means an enclosed nonportable
toilet into which nonwater—carried human wastes are deposited to a subsurface stor-
age chamber that is watertight.

(39) “Water distribution system” has the meaning given in s.
SPS 381.01 (280).

Note: Section SPS 381.01 (280) reads: “Water distribution system” means that
portion of a water supply system from the building control valve to the connection
of a fixture supply connector, plumbing fixture, plumbing appliance, water—using
equipment or other piping systems to be served.

(40) “Water service” has the meaning given in s. SPS 381.01
(282).

Note: Section SPS 381.01 (282) reads: “Water service” means that portion of a
water supply system from the water main or private water supply to the building con-
trol valve.

(41) “Water system” has the meaning given in s. NR 812.07
(118).
Note: Section NR 812.07 (118), reads: Water system” means the water supply,

storage, treatment facilities and all structures and piping by which water is provided
for any purpose.

(42) “Yurt” means a round domed structure constructed of
wood and fabric.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; correction
in (30) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register January 2016 No. 721; renum.
from DHS 178.03 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1), (37) made under s.
13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (10) made under
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (28), (33) made
under s. 35.17, Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am. (1), (24) Regis-
ter January 2020 No. 769, eff. 2-1-20.

ATCP 79.04 Plans and specifications for camp-
grounds. (1) APPROVAL REQUIRED. (a) Except as specified in
par. (b) an operator shall obtain plan approval from the department
or its agent before any one of the following occurs:

1. The operator begins construction of a campground.

2. The operator modifies or increases the number or type of
any campground attribute that was subject to a previous plan
review by the department or its agent.

(b) An operator—provided camping unit that meets s. ATCP
79.13 (3) or that has been approved by the department or its agent
under sub. (2) and s. ATCP 79.13 (3), may be placed or relocated
on any approved campsite.

Note: In addition to meeting the department’s plan review requirements, a person
should consult with other agencies that may also require prior plan or construction
approval, such as the department of safety and professional services, the department
of natural resources, or the local building and zoning agency before commencing
construction or modification of a campground.

(2) APPLICATION FOR PLAN APPROVAL. (a) An applicant for
plan approval shall submit all of the following to the department
or its agent:

1. A fully and accurately completed, signed, and dated appli-
cation for plan approval on a form provided by the department.

2. A copy of the plans and specifications drawn to scale or a
drawing indicating distance of separation measured in feet in
accordance with the applicable requirements of this chapter.

3. Any other information required by the department or its
agent regarding the operation of the campground as it relates to the
health, safety, and welfare of the public.

Note: To obtain a copy of the plan approval application form, e-mail datcpd-
frsrec@wisconsin.gov or contact the Bureau of Food and Recreational Businesses at
(608) 224-4702 or PO Box 8911, Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8911.

(b) 1. If the department or its agent receives a plan or applica-
tion that is not completed as specified in par. (a) 1. and 2., the
department shall contact the operator to seek additional informa-
tion.

2. Within 30 days after receipt of any additional information
requested under subd. 1., the department or its agent shall approve
or deny the plan. If the department or its agent approves the plan,
the department or its agent shall issue a plan approval letter to the
operator. If the department or its agent denies a plan, the applicant
shall be given the reason, in writing, for the denial. The applicant
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may appeal the decision made by the department under s. ATCP
79.09. If the decision was made by a department’s agent, the
applicant may appeal the decision under s. ATCP 79.10.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; correction
in (2) (b) 2. made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register October 2015 No. 718; renum. from

DHS 178.04 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (b), (2) (b) 2. made under
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.05 License to operate a campground.
(1) LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) Conditions requiring a license. No
person may operate a campground without a license from the
department or its agent if any one of the following applies:

1. A person offers or intends to offer 3 or fewer campsites and
advertises or otherwise presents to the public an offer of the camp-
ground or specific campsites.

2. A person offers or intends to offer 4 or more campsites,
regardless whether the person advertises or otherwise presents to
the public an offer of the campground or specific campsites.

Note: Pursuant to s. 97.67 (1g), Stats., a campground license is not required for
camping at a county or district fair at which 4-H Club members exhibit, for the 4 days
preceding the fair, the duration of the fair, and the 4 days following the fair.

3. a. Except as provided under subd. 3. b., if a license holder
sells or otherwise transfers ownership or operation of a camp-
ground to another person, a new license is required under s. 97.67
(2) (a), Stats., and the campground may not be opened to the pub-
lic until the department or its agent has issued a new license.

b. As provided in s. 97.67 (2) (b) and (c), Stats., an individual
may transfer a license to an immediate family member, if the indi-
vidual is transferring operation of the campground. A sole propri-
etorship that reorganizes as a business entity, as defined in s.
179.70 (1), Stats., or a business entity that reorganizes as a sole
proprietorship or a different type of business entity may transfer
a license to the newly formed business entity or sole proprietor-
ship if the campground remains at the location for which the
license was issued and at least one individual who had an owner-
ship interest in the sole proprietorship or business entity to which
the license was issued has an ownership interest in the newly
formed sole proprietorship or business entity.

c. Except as provided in this paragraph, no license issued
under this chapter is transferable from one premise to another or
from one person or entity to another.

d. A person who wishes to transfer a license under subd. 3.
a. or b. shall notify the department or its agent prior to operation
of the campground.

Note: Under s. 97.605 (4) (a) 2., Stats., “Immediate family member” means a
spouse, grandparent, parent, sibling, child, stepchild, or grandchild or the spouse of
a grandparent, parent, sibling, child, stepchild, or grandchild. Under ss. 97.605 (4)
(a) 1. and 179.70 (1), Stats., “business entity” means: a corporation, as defined in s.
180.0103 (5), Stats., a limited liability company, as defined in s. 183.0102 (10), Stats.,
a limited partnership, or a corporation, as defined in s. 181.0103 (5), Stats., a foreign
limited liability company, as defined in s. 183.0102 (8), Stats., a foreign limited part-
nership, a foreign corporation, as defined in s. 180.0103 (9), Stats., or a foreign corpo-
ration, as defined in s. 181.0103 (13), Stats.

Note: To notify the department of a transfer of ownership, call (608) 224-4923
or send an e—mail to datcpdfslicensing@wi.gov.

(b) Conditions requiring multiple licenses. If 2 or more camp-
grounds are located within a tract of land owned by the person who
owns or operates both campgrounds and the central registration
location of each campground is separated by 5 or more miles, a
separate license is required for each campground.

(c) Preinspection required. Before the department or its agent
may issue a license to operate a campground under par. (a) or (b),
the department or agent shall conduct a preinspection. A prein-
spection is not required for a transfer to an immediate family
member under par. (a) 3. b.

Note: Pursuant to 97.67 (1m), Stats., the department or a local health department
granted agent status under s. 97.615 (2), Stats., may not, without a preinspection,
grant a license to a person intending to operate a new public campground or to a per-
son intending to be the new operator of an existing campground.

(2) LICENSE DURATION AND RENEWAL. (a) Expiration. Each
license issued under this chapter expires on June 30, except that
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a license initially issued during the period beginning on April 1
and ending on June 30, expires on June 30 of the following year.

(b) Annual renewal. Each license shall be renewed annually
as provided in sub. (4).

(3) NEWLICENSE. (a) Application. To apply for a new license,
the applicant shall apply on an application form provided by the
department or its agent. The completed application shall be
accompanied by all of the following:

1. The applicable fees specified under s. ATCP 79.06 and any
fees previously due to the department or its agent under this chap-
ter.

2. Information, as determined by the department or its agent,
including documentation that the campground will be maintained
and operated in compliance with this chapter, applicable federal
and state laws, as it relates to the health, safety, and welfare of the
public.

Note: As provided under s. 97.615 (2) (d), Stats., a local health department can
establish and collect fees for licenses. If you were issued a license by a local health
department, contact the local health department for its license fee schedule.

(b) Requests for preinspection. The operator shall contact the
department or its agent and arrange a time for the preinspection
required under s. ATCP 79.05 (1) (c), before operating a camp-
ground.

Note: To obtain a copy a copy of the campground operator license application
form, or to arrange for a preinspection, call (608) 224-4923 or send an e-mail to
datcpdfslicensing @wi.gov.

(4) LICENSE RENEWAL. (a) To renew a license, the operator
shall pay the department the applicable license fee specified under
s. ATCP 79.06 before the license expires. If payment to renew a
license fee is not received by the department before the expiration
date of the license, the late fee specified under s. ATCP 79.06 (2)
(c) shall be paid in addition to the license fee. An application for
a renewal license is not required.

(b) 1. The department may refuse to renew a license as pro-
vided under sub. (5) (a) 1.

2. The department shall refuse to renew a license as provided
under sub. (5) (b).

(5) DEPARTMENT OR AGENT ACTION ON A LICENSE APPLICATION.
(a) Department decision on a license. 1. The department or its
agent may not issue a new license or renew an existing license for
a campground unless all of the following conditions are met:

a. The operator has corrected a condition for which the
department or agent has issued a written health or safety—related
order.

b. The operator, applicant, or license holder has provided the
department or its agent with the information required under sub.
(3) (a) 2., or documentation indicating that the campground is
designed and constructed in accordance with the state law and reg-
ulations stated in this chapter.

c. The department or its agent has determined that the opera-
tor, applicant or license holder is not in violation of ch. 97, Stats.,
or has only a minor violation as defined in s. 227.04 (1) (a).

(b) License prohibited. The department or its agent shall
refuse to issue a new license or renew an existing license to oper-
ate a campground under any of the following circumstances:

1. A fully and accurately completed, signed and dated appli-
cation has not been received by the department or its agent.

2. The department or its agent has not conducted the prein-
spection required under s. ATCP 79.05 (1) (¢).

3. The department or its agent has not approved the plan for
the campground under s. ATCP 79.04.

4. The operator has not paid all of the applicable fees under
s. ATCP 79.06.

5. The operator has modified, repaired, or maintained the
campground in a manner that is not in accordance with what the
department recognizes as safe practice as outlined in this chapter.

(c) Conditional license. Except as provided in s. 93.135,
Stats., the initial issuance, renewal, or continued validity of a
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license may be conditioned upon the requirement that the license
holder correct a violation of this chapter, s. 97.67, Stats., or ordi-
nances adopted under s. 97.615 (2) (g), Stats., within a specified
period of time. If the condition is not satisfied within the specified
time or after an extension of time approved by the department, the
license is void. No person may operate a campground after a
license has been voided. Any person who does so shall be subject
to the penalties under ss. 97.72 and 97.73, Stats., and fees under
s. ATCP 79.06 (2) (e). An operator whose license is voided under
this paragraph may appeal the decision under s. ATCP 79.09.

(d) Granting or denial of a license. 1. The department or its
agent shall issue or deny a new license or shall renew a license for
a campground within 30 days after the applicant meets all of the
requirements under subs. (3) or (4), as applicable.

2. If the department or its agent denies an application for a
license, the applicant shall be given reasons, in writing, for the
denial and information regarding appeal rights provided under s.
ATCP 79.009.

(6) VOIDED LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO PAY FEES. (a) Payment
time frame. If an applicant or operator fails to pay all applicable
fees, late fees, and processing charges under s. ATCP 79.06,
within 45 days after the expiration of the license, the license is
void.

(b) Notice of insufficiency. If the department receives a notice
of an insufficiency under s. ATCP 79.06 (3), the applicant or oper-
ator shall have 15 days after receipt of notice from the department
of the insufficiency to pay all applicable fees and processing
charges or the license is void.

(c) Appeal rights. An operator whose license is voided under
this subsection may appeal the decision as provided under s.
ATCP 79.09. The burden is on the license applicant or operator
to show that all applicable fees, late fees and processing charges
have been paid. During any appeal process concerning a payment
dispute, operation of the campground is deemed to be operation
without a license and is subject to the fees under s. ATCP 79.06
(2) (e) in addition to the fees otherwise due, unless the applicant
or operator meets its burden of proof under this subsection.

(7) LICENSE POSTING. A current license issued by the depart-
ment shall be posted in a place visible to the public. A license may
not be altered or defaced.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; correction
in (1) (a) 3. a., d. made under s. 13.92, (4) (b) 7., Stats., correction in (5) (b) 1., (d)
made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register October 2015 No. 718; renum. from DHS
178.05 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (a) 3. a., b., (3) (b), (4) (a), (5)
(a) 1. c., (c), (d) 2., (6) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No.
726; correction in (5) (c) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register January 2017
No. 733; CR 18-019: am. (title), (1) (title), (a) (intro.), 3., (b), (¢), (2), (3) (title),

(a) (intro.), (4), (5) (title), (a) (title), 1. (intro.), b., c., (b) (lntro ), (¢), (d), (6), (7)
Register January 2020 No. 769, eff. 2—-1-20.

ATCP 79.06 Department fees. (1) FEE SCHEDULE. Pur-
suant to 5.97.67 (5), Stats., no license may be issued until all appli-
cable fees have been paid. Table ATCP 79.06 applies to camp-
ground licenses issued by the department under this chapter.

Note: As provided in s. 97.615 (2) (d), Stats., a local health department can estab-
lish and collect fees for license. If you were issued a license by a local health depart-
ment, contact the local health department for its license fee schedule.

(2) TyPEs OF FEES. (a) Preinspection fee. The operator shall
pay the applicable preinspection fee listed in Table ATCP 79.06
to the department before a new license is issued under s. ATCP
79.05 (3).

(b) License fee. The operator shall pay the applicable license
fee listed in Table ATCP 79.06 to the department for each camp-
ground for which the operator applies for a new or renewal
license.

(c) Late fee. 1f the license fee for a license renewal is not paid
before the expiration date of the license, the operator shall pay to
the department a late fee of $85.00 in addition to the renewal
license fee.

(d) Reinspection fee. If the department conducts a reinspection
of a campground under s. ATCP 79.07 (1) (b) 1. or 4., the operator
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shall pay to the department the applicable reinspection fee listed
in Table ATCP 79.06. The department shall assess an additional
fee as listed in Table ATCP 79.06, for any second or subsequent
reinspection conducted under s. ATCP 79.07 (1) (b) 4.

(e) Fees for operating without a license. If a campground is
found to be operating without a license, the operator shall pay to
the department a fee of $749.00, in addition to all applicable fees
and any processing charges under sub. (3).

Note: Anyone operating a campground without a license is also subject to the pen-
alties in ss. 97.72 and 97.73, Stats.

(f) Duplicate license. 1If an operator requests a duplicate
license, the operator shall pay the department a fee of $15.00.

AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
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(g) Fees for special condition inspections. For inspection or
consultation activities that are not directly related to the depart-
ment’s responsibilities for issuing licenses, the department shall
charge the operator or the entity requesting the inspection or con-
sultation $175.00.

(3) PENALTIES FOR INSUFFICIENCY OF PAYMENT. If the payment
for a new or renewal license is by check or other draft drawn upon
an account containing insufficient funds, the applicant or operator
shall, within 15 days after receipt of notice from the department
of the insufficiency, pay all applicable fees under sub. (1) and the
financial institution’s processing charges by cashier’s check or
other certified draft, money order, or cash.

Table ATCP 79.06
Fee Schedule
Permit Type Permit Preinspection Fee | First Reinspection Second and
Fee Fee Subsequent
Reinspection Fee
Campground Permit Fee $175 $380 $180 $240
1-25 campsites
Campground Permit Fee $250 $565 $263 $350
26—50 campsites
Campground Permit Fee $305 $700 $319 $425
51-100 campsites
Campground Permit Fee $355 $830 $375 $500
101-199 campsites
Campground Permit Fee $410 $965 $435 $580
200+ campsites
Special Event Campground $175
1-25 campsites
Special Event Campground $250
26—50 campsites
Special Event Campground $305
51-100 campsites
Special Event Campground $355
101-199 campsites
Special Event Campground $410
200+ campsites

Note: A tourist rooming house is not counted as a campsite.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum. from DHS 178.06 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1), (2) (a), (b), (d) made under
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am. (1), (2) (a) to (c), (e) to (g), (3) Register January 2020 No. 769, eff. 2—1-20.

ATCP 79.07 Enforcement. (1) INSPECTIONS AND ACCESS
TO THE PREMISES. (a) Inspections. Under ss. 97.615 (2) and 97.65
(1), Stats., an authorized employee or agent of the department,
upon presenting proper identification, may enter any campground
at any reasonable time, for any of the following purposes:

1. To inspect the campground.

2. To determine if there has been a violation of this chapter
ors. 97.67, Stats.

3. To determine compliance with previously written orders to
correct violations.

4. To secure samples or specimens.

5. To examine and copy relevant documents and records
related to the operation of the campground.

6. To obtain photographic or other evidence needed to enforce
this chapter.

(b) Reinspections. 1. The department or its agent may rein-
spect a campground whenever an inspection or the investigation
of a complaint reveals the existence of a violation that is poten-
tially hazardous to the health and welfare of patrons or employees
of the campground.

2. A reinspection shall be scheduled to allow the operator a
reasonably sufficient time to correct the deficiencies.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month.
is the date the chapter was last published.

3. A reinspection fee shall be charged for the reinspection
based on Table ATCP 79.06 or applicable charges determined by
an agent of the department.

4. If an additional reinspection is required because a violation
has not been corrected in the scheduled time, the department shall
assess a second or subsequent reinspection fee based on Table
ATCP 79.06 as authorized under s. ATCP 79.06 (2) (d), and the
department may order the operator to show just cause why the
license should not be suspended or revoked under s. ATCP 79.08.

(2) GENERAL ORDERS TO CORRECT VIOLATIONS. (a) Written
orders. If upon inspection of a campground, the department or
agent finds that the campground is not designed, constructed,
equipped or operated as required under this chapter, the depart-
ment or agent shall issue a written order to correct the violation.
The order shall specify the correction needed for compliance and
the time period within which the correction should be made. The
time period specified in the order may be extended at the dis-
cretion of the department or agent as specified in par. (c).

(b) Failure to correct a violation. 1. If a violation is not cor-
rected by the expiration of the time period stated in the order given
under par. (a), or any extension of time granted under par. (c), the
department or agent may issue an order under s. ATCP 79.08 to
suspend or revoke the license to operate the campground. An

Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
Register January 2020 No. 769
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order for suspension or revocation shall take effect as provided
under s. ATCP 79.08.

2. Under s. 97.12 (5), any person who fails to comply with an
order of the department shall forfeit $10 for each day of noncom-
pliance after the order is served upon or directed to him or her. A
person may appeal a forfeiture under s. ATCP 79.09.

(c) Requests for an extension to correct a violation. 1. The
department or its agent may extend the time to correct a violation
based on a determination of the seriousness of the violation, the
operator’s progress towards correcting the violation, and the oper-
ator’s previous history of compliance.

2. To request an extension to correct a violation, the operator
shall submit a written request to the department or agent before the
time specified in the written order to correct the violation. The
operator shall provide information that demonstrates to the
department or its agent that corrective action has been initiated,
but additional time is needed to fully correct the violation.

(3) TEMPORARY ORDERS. (a) Conditions for a temporary
order. As provided in s. 97.65 (2) (a), Stats., whenever, as a result
of an inspection under sub. (1), the department or its agent has rea-
sonable cause to believe that an immediate danger to health or
safety exists, the department or its agent may issue a temporary
order without advance notice or hearing to do any of the follow-
ing:

1. Prohibit the continued operation or method of operation of
specific equipment.

2. Require that the premises or affected areas within the prem-
ises to cease operations and close until remedies are applied that
eliminate the immediate danger to health or safety.

(b) Duration of a temporary order; actions prohibited. 1. A
temporary order shall take effect upon delivery of the order to the
operator or responsible supervisor. Except as provided in par. (c),
the temporary order shall remain in effect for 14 days from the
date of'its delivery, but a temporary order may be reissued for one
additional 14—day period if necessary to complete any analysis or
examination of samples, specimens, or other evidence.

2. No operation or method of operation prohibited by the tem-
porary order may be resumed without the approval of the depart-
ment or agent until the order has terminated or the time period
specified in subd. 1. has expired, whichever occurs first, unless as
provided under par. (c), the department or its agent provides notice
that an immediate danger to health or safety is present. If upon
completed analysis or examination, the department or agent deter-
mines that construction, sanitary condition, operation or method
of operation of the premises or equipment does not constitute an
immediate danger to health or safety, the department or agent shall
immediately notify the owner, operator or responsible supervisor
in writing and the temporary order shall terminate upon receipt of
the written notice.

(c) Notice of findings upon analysis or examination. If the
analysis or examination under sub. (1), shows that the construc-
tion, sanitary condition, operation or method of operation of the
premises or equipment constitutes an immediate danger to health
or safety, the department or agent, within the effective period of
the temporary order specified in par. (b) 1., shall provide written
notice of the findings to the owner, operator or responsible super-
visor. Upon receipt of the notice, the temporary order remains in
effect until a final decision is issued under s. ATCP 79.09. The
notice shall include a statement that the facility has a right to
request a hearing under s. ATCP 79.09 within 15 days after
issuance of the notice.

(d) Failure to comply with temporary order; forfeitures and
penalties. Any person who fails to comply with a temporary order
issued by the department shall forfeit $10 for each day of noncom-
pliance after the order is served upon or directed to him or her and,
under s. 97.65 (5) (a), Stats., may be fined not more than $10,000
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or imprisoned not more than one year in the county jail, or both.
A person may appeal a forfeiture under s. ATCP 79.09.

(4) AcTION PLANS. (a) When required by the department, its
agent, or this chapter, the operator and the department or its agent
shall develop, on a form provided by the department, an action
plan for compliance. The action plan shall include all of the fol-
lowing:

1. A description of the violation and code citation.
2. The steps the operator will take to correct the violation.
3. The date compliance will be achieved.

(b) The department or its agent shall void the campground
license under s. ATCP 79.05 (5) (b), if the operator continues to
be out of compliance or fails to meet the objectives outlined in the
action plan past the date provided in the action plan.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—-1-16; correction
of numbering in (1) (a) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register October 2015
No. 718; renum. from DHS 178.07 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (a)
(intro.), 2., (b) 3., 4., (2) (b), (3) (intro.), (c), (d), (4) (b) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b)
7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18—-019: am. (x) Register January 2020 No.
769, eff. 2—1-20; CR 18-019: am. (1) (b) 4., (2) (b) 1., (4) (b) Register January
2020 No. 769, eff. 2—1-20.

ATCP 79.08 Suspension or revocation of license.
The department may, after a hearing under s. ATCP 79.09, sus-
pend or revoke a license for violation of s. 97.67, Stats., this chap-
ter or an order issued by the department. The suspension or revo-
cation order shall take effect 15 days after the date of issuance
unless a hearing is requested under s. ATCP 79.09 (1).

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.08 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction made under s. 13.92 (4)
(b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am. Register January 2020
No. 769, eff. 2-1-20.

ATCP 79.09 Appeals of actions by the department.
(1) (a) Except as provided in sub. (2) or (3), a request for a hear-
ing to contest the denial of a license, a voided license, suspension,
revocation, forfeiture, or the issuance of an order under s. ATCP
79.07 (2) shall be submitted in writing to, and be received by, the
department of administration’s division of hearings and appeals
within 15 calendar days after the date of the department’s action.

(b) A request for hearing that is mailed to the division of hear-
ings and appeals shall be considered filed with the division on the
date of the postmark.

(c) A request for hearing that is hand—delivered to the division
of hearings and appeals shall be considered filed on the date the
request is received by the division of hearings and appeals.

(d) A request for hearing transmitted by facsimile to the divi-
sion of hearings and appeals shall be considered filed on the date
and time imprinted by the division’s facsimile machine on the
transaction report that accompanies the document. Documents
received by facsimile after midnight local time shall be deemed
filed on the first following business day.

Note: Effective 7-1-16, pursuant to 2015 Wis. Act 55 and s. 227.43(1m), Stats.,
a request for hearing shall be submitted to the DATCP Secretary via e—mail at datc-
pappeals @wisconsin.gov, faxed to (608) 224—-5034, mailed to PO Box 8911, Madi-
son, Wisconsin 53708—8911, or hand delivered to 2811 Agriculture Drive, Madison,
Wisconsin 53718.

(e) As a condition for requesting a hearing to appeal the void-
ing of a license, an applicant or operator shall comply with sub.
(3). In an appeal concerning voiding a license, the burden is on
the applicant or operator to show that all the applicable fees, late
fees and processing charges have been paid.

(2) A request for hearing to contest a temporary order given
by the department under s. ATCP 79.07 (3) shall be made in writ-
ing to the department within 15 days of receipt of the order. The
department shall hold a hearing within 15 days after the depart-
ment receives the written request for hearing, unless the depart-
ment and the operator agree to a later date, the immediate danger
to health is removed, the order is not contested or the operator and
the department mutually agree that no purpose would be served
by a hearing. A final decision shall be issued under s. 227.47,
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Stats., within 10 days following the conclusion of the hearing.
The decision may order any of the following to remove the danger
to health:

(a) Changes to or replacement of equipment or construction.

(b) Changes in or cessations of any operation or method of
operation of the equipment or premises.

Note: A request for hearing, under sub. (2), shall be submitted to the DATCP Sec-
retary via e—mail at datcpappeals @wisconsin.gov, faxed to (608) 224—-5034, mailed
to PO Box 8911, Madison, Wisconsin 53708—-8911, or hand delivered to 2811 Agri-
culture Drive, Madison, Wisconsin 53718. The hearing may be conducted by the
department secretary or designee.

(3) If the department voids a license for failure to pay fees
under s. ATCP 79.05 (6), the operator shall submit, within 15 days
after receipt of the notice of the department’s action, documentary
evidence that all applicable fees, late fees and processing charges
have been paid and that there are no outstanding payments due to
the department.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.09 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (a), (2) (intro.), (3)
made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am.
(1) (a), (e), (3) Register January 2020 No. 769, eff. 2—1-20.

ATCP 79.10 Appeals of actions by agent health
departments. If an agent issues a license under this chapter, the
operator shall appeal enforcement action to the agent health
department.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.10 Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am. Register January
2020 No. 769, eff. 2—1-20.

ATCP 79.11 Campsite use, designation, location,
and density. (1) CampsITE USE. No operator may allow a
campsite to be occupied by the same individual for more than 8
continuous months in any 12 month period.

(2) CAMPSITE DESIGNATION. The operator shall clearly mark
each campsite with an alpha or numeric symbol that is a minimum
of 2 inches in height and visible from the campground’s internal
road system. This rule first applies to an existing campground
symbol when the symbol is changed or replaced on or after Febru-
ary 1, 2016.

(38) CAMPGROUND MAP. The operator shall maintain a current
and accurate map of the campground. The map shall the show the
layout and location of each campsite and operator—provided
camping unit or tourist rooming house. The operator shall make
the map available to all campground occupants during registration
or on request.

(4) CAMPSITE LOCATION. (a) Hazards. A campsite may not be
located in an area of a campground that is subject to the accumula-
tion of water or in any other area that would constitute a health or
safety hazard.

Note: The location of campsites and campground attributes in a flood plain or
shore land area must be approved by local zoning or the DNR. See ch. NR 115 and
s.NR 116.12 (2) (b) as enforced by the department of natural resources. Contact your
local DNR office or local zoning office for more information.

(b) Sources of odor or flies. 1. A campsite may not be located
within 100 feet of a barn or enclosure housing an animal, a petting
700, or other source of odors or flies. This paragraph first applies
to campsites created after February 1, 2016.

2. This provision does not apply to dogs and cats in individual
campsites or for other animals as approved by a variance under s.
ATCP 79.02 (2).

(5) CAMPGROUND DENSITY. Except as provided under s. ATCP
79.27, the operator shall ensure that the density of the campground
is as follows:

(a) Individual campsites. An operator may designate no more
than 20 individual campsites per acre of campground. Each
campsite is limited to 6 campers or an individual family.

(b) Group campsites. An operator may allow no more than 80

campers per acre in a group campsite.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.11 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (4) (b) 2., (5) made under
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month.
is the date the chapter was last published.
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ATCP 79.12 Campground access and road sys-
tems. (1) Accgss. Access to a campground shall be designed
to minimize congestion and hazards at the entrance and exit.

(2) Roapways. All roads within the campground shall be

graded and maintained to provide drainage.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.12 Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.13 Camping units. (1) DISTANCE SEPARATION
REQUIREMENTS. (a) Distance requirement. 1. The operator shall
require a minimum distance of 10 feet between camping units
measured from the outside edge of one camping unit to the outside
edge of another camping unit, excluding slideouts.

2. Except as provided in par. (b), any accessory within 10 feet
of a camping unit such as, but not limited to, a deck or storage shed
shall be considered part of the camping unit for the purposes of
determining distance separation.

3. Except as provided in par. (b), or unless otherwise specified
in this chapter, a campground building other than a camping unit
shall be a minimum of 10 feet away from a camping unit.

(b) Exceptions for existing campsites. 1. A campsite existing
before February 1, 2016 shall meet the requirements in par. (a) 1.,
and is exempt from the requirements in par. (a) 2. and 3.

2. If a campsite existing before February 1, 2016 is not in
compliance with the separation requirements under par. (a) 1., the
operator shall develop an action plan in accordance with s. ATCP
79.07 (4) and implement the plan to bring the campsite into com-
pliance.

(2) CAMPING UNITS; SEASONAL CAMPSITES. The operator shall
ensure all of the following at a seasonal campsite:

(a) Recreational vehicles. 1. a. Each privately owned recre-
ational vehicle in the seasonal campsite bears a label, symbol, or
other identifying mark of a nationally recognized testing labora-
tory, inspection agency, or other organization, which evaluates
products to nationally recognized standards NFPA 1192 or ANSI
119.5, and periodically inspects production of equipment and
materials to show compliance with those standards for usage in a
specified manner.

b. Each privately owned recreational vehicle in the seasonal
campsite that does not meet the requirements in this subdivision
shall be removed from the campground when the owner vacates
the recreational vehicle or the recreational vehicle is sold.

Note: Examples of nationally recognized testing agencies include the Recre-
ational Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA) and the Recreational Park Trailer Indus-
try Association (RPTIA).

2. Each recreational vehicle in the seasonal campsite with an
addition or attachment, whether used for habitation or means of
ingress or egress, is maintained and equipped in a manner that pro-
tects the health and safety of campers in accordance with chs. SPS
320 to 325. The department or its agent may refer health and
safety related construction concerns to the local zoning depart-
ment or the department of safety and professional services.

Note: Additions or attachments, whether used for habitation or a means of ingress
and egress onto recreational vehicles may require a local land use permit and building
construction permit along with a required construction inspection. Consult with local
zoning and building officials concerning land use permits, construction permits and
construction inspections.

3. The chassis and axles remain on the recreational vehicle
with the towbar or hitch and wheels left at the campsite.

(b) Camping cabins. Each camping cabin in the seasonal
campsite and any addition or attachment to a camping cabin,
whether used for habitation or means of ingress or egress, shall be
maintained and equipped in a manner that protects the health and
safety of camper in accordance with ch. SPS 327. Camping cabins
may not be more than 400 square feet in area. The department or
its agent may refer health and safety related construction concerns
to the local zoning department or the department of safety and pro-
fessional services.

(c) Camping unit storage. A camping unit located on a sea-
sonal campsite may be stored on the campsite during periods
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when the unit is not occupied or when the campground is not in
operation.

Note: Camping cabins and additions or attachments to camping cabins, whether
used for habitation or a means of ingress and egress may require a local land use per-
mit and building construction permit along with a required construction inspection.
Consult with local zoning and building officials concerning land use permits, con-
struction permits and construction inspections.

(3) OPERATOR-PROVIDED CAMPING UNITS; RENTALS. (a) Size.
1. Operator—provided camping units may not be more than 400
square feet in area, except for a mobile home or manufactured
home. The area limitation does not include decks and three—sea-
son porches not used for overnight sleeping accommodations.

2. The campground operator shall obtain a license for a tourist
rooming house and comply with the requirements of ch. ATCP 72
for an operator—provided camping unit that is more than 400
square feet in area, except for a tent, mobile home, manufactured
home, or recreational vehicle.

(b) Maintenance. The operator shall maintain an operator—
provided camping unit in good repair and in clean and sanitary
condition.

(¢) Recreational vehicles. The operator shall ensure all of the
following for each operator—provided recreational vehicle:

1. The recreational vehicle bears a label, symbol, or other
identifying mark of a nationally recognized testing laboratory,
inspection agency, or other organization, which evaluates prod-
ucts to nationally recognized standards NFPA 1192 or ANSI
119.5, and periodically inspects production of equipment and
materials to show compliance with those standards for usage in a
specified manner. The department may accept other documenta-
tion from a licensed architect or engineer showing compliance
with NFPA 1192 or ANSI 119.5.

Note: Examples of nationally recognized testing agencies include the Recre-
ational Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA) and the Recreational Park Trailer Indus-
try Association (RPTIA).

2. Any addition or attachment to a recreational vehicle,
whether used for habitation or means of ingress or egress, is main-
tained in accordance with chs. SPS 320 to 325. The department
or its agent may refer health and safety related construction con-
cerns to the local zoning department or the department of safety
and professional services.

Note: An addition or attachment to a recreational vehicle, whether used for habita-
tion or a means of ingress and egress may require a local land use permit and building
construction permit along with a required construction inspection. Consult with local
zoning and building officials concerning land use permits, construction permits and
construction inspections.

3. At the installation site, the chassis and axles remain on the
recreational vehicle with the towbar or hitch and wheels left at the
campsite.

Note: The department of safety and professional services may determine that a
recreational vehicle without chassis and axles must comply with the uniform dwell-
ing code under chs. SPS 320 to 325.

4. If arecreational vehicle does not meet the requirements in
par. (c) 1., the operator shall develop and implement an action plan
in accordance with s. ATCP 79.07 (4) to replace or remove the rec-
reational vehicle from the campground.

(d) Camping cabins; building code requirements. Each opera-
tor—provided camping cabin and any addition or attachment to a
camping cabin, whether used for habitation or means of ingress or
egress, shall be maintained in accordance with ch. SPS 327. The
department or its agent may refer health and safety related con-
struction concerns to the local zoning department or the depart-
ment of safety and professional services.

Note: Camping cabins and additions or attachments to camping cabins, whether
used for habitation or a means of ingress and egress may require a local land use per-
mit and building construction permit along with a required construction inspection.
Consult with local zoning and building officials concerning land use permits, con-
struction permits and construction inspections.

(4) SMOKE DETECTION. At least one approved UL listed and
labeled smoke detector shall be installed and maintained accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s recommendation, in each operator—pro-
vided camping unit.

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
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(5) CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS. (a) Definitions. In this
subsection, a “fuel-burning appliance” has the meaning given in
s. ATCP 72.145 (2) (b).

Note: Section ATCP 72.145 (2) (b) reads: “Fuel-burning appliance” means a
device that is used or intended to be used in a residential building and burns fossil fuel
or carbon based fuel where carbon monoxide is a combustion by—product. “Fuel-
burning appliance” includes stoves, ovens, grills, clothes dryers, furnaces, boilers,
water heaters, heaters, and fireplaces.

(b) Installation and maintenance. If an operator—provided
camping unit is equipped with a fuel-burning appliance, at least
one approved UL listed and labeled carbon monoxide detector
shall be installed and maintained in the camping unit according to
manufacturer’s recommendations as provided in s. 101.149 (2)
and (3), Stats.

Note: Fuel-burning appliances should be installed according to the manufactur-
er’s instructions and the applicable heating and ventilation code as enforced by the
department of safety and professional services. Special care should be taken to assure
proper venting and combustion air requirements are met.

(6) FurNisHINGS. All furnishings and appliances in an opera-
tor—provided camping unit shall be maintained clean and in a good
repair.

(7) FOOD AND BEVERAGE UTENSIL SANITATION. (a) Equipment
required. If an operator—provided camping unit is supplied with
multiuse food and beverage utensils, the operator shall equip the
camping unit with, at minimum, a two—compartment sink sup-
plied with water under pressure to clean the utensils. This rule first
applies to an operator—provided camping unit that is remodeled or
placed in the campground after February 1, 2016.

(b) Cleaning and sanitation requirements. The operator shall
wash and sanitize multiuse food and beverage utensils between
occupancies or provide a sign posted in public view with the fol-
lowing message: “Food and beverage utensils have been pro-
vided in this camping unit as a guest convenience. They have not
been sanitized. It is recommended that you wash with a detergent,
rinse with clean water and sanitize utensils before their use. To
sanitize, after rinsing, add 1 teaspoon of unscented bleach per gal-
lon of clean water and immerse utensils for a minimum of 30 sec-
onds, then air dry”.

(c) Maintenance requirements. The sink and all utensils shall
be maintained in good repair and constructed of approved materi-
als.

(8) BuNk BEDS. If a bunk bed is provided in an operator—pro-
vided camping unit, the operator shall ensure that the bunk bed
meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Separation. No more than 2 beds may be stacked vertically.
There shall be a vertical separation of at least 2.5 feet measured
from the top of the lower mattress to the bottom of the frame of
the upper bed. A free space of at least 2.5 feet shall be provided
above the mattress of the upper bed.

(b) Construction and maintenance. A bunk bed constructed
after June 19, 2001, shall meet the requirements for bunk beds
under 16 CFR 1513.

(c) Bunk bed mattresses. Bunk bed mattresses when purchased
or replaced shall fit the dimensions of the bunk bed with no gaps
between the interior bed structure and the mattress. Mattresses
shall be maintained and be covered as required under sub. (10).

(d) Location. Bunk beds shall be located away from potential
hazards, including, but not limited to, heat sources, ceiling fans,
or other ceiling protrusions.

(9) LiNens. (a) If provided, pillowslips, sheets, towels and
washcloths shall be washed as frequently as they are assigned to
a different guest and at least once a week.

(b) If provided, blankets, spreads, mattresses, and pillows shall
be kept clean and free of insect infestation.

(c) Only quilts and comforters that are machine washable may
be used.

(d) Clean and soiled linen shall be kept in separate nonabsor-
bent washable containers. The containers may not be used for any
other purpose.
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(10) MATTRESSES. (a) Protection. Each mattress or alterna-
tive sleeping surface, including, but not limited to, futons and sofa
sleepers, shall be covered with a washable, nonabsorbent pad to
protect the mattress or alternative sleeping surface.

(b) Maintenance. Each mattress, alternative sleeping surface,
and pad shall be maintained clean and in good repair.

(11) RENTED BEDDING. If the operator rents bedding such as
sleeping bags and bed linens, the bedding shall be laundered
between rentals.

(12) LAUNDRY FACILITIES. If a laundry facility is provided, the
washer and dryer shall be maintained in good repair.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; correction
in (2) (a) 2., (b), (3) (a) 1., (c) 2., (d), (6) made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register October
2015 No. 718; renum. from DHS 178.13 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in
(1) () 2., (3) (a) 2., (c) 4., (5) (a) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June
2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am. (2) (b), (3) (a) 2., (d) Register January 2020 No.
769, eff. 2—-1-20; correction in (2) (b), (3) (d) made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register
January 2020 No. 770, eff. 3—1-20.

ATCP 79.14 Water supply; water systems and ser-
vice connections. (1) WATER SYSTEMS. (a) The water system
used to supply water to the campground may be a public water sys-
tem or a private water system.

(b) The water system used to supply water to the campground
shall be located within the campground and the operation, con-
struction, installation, materials, and maintenance, shall comply
with ch. NR 812 as enforced by the department of natural
resources.

(2) POTABLE WATER SUPPLY. (a) A campground shall be sup-
plied with potable water that meets the drinking water standards
in ch. NR 809.

(b) The operator shall provide a copy of the water system bac-
teriological analysis for total coliform report to the department or
its agent for each water system, public or private, that supplies
water to the campground. If the campground operates seasonally,
the operator shall provide the report to the department or its agent
before the season begins. If the campground is operated year
round, the operator shall provide the report to the department or
its agent annually.

Note: Public water systems may require additional water testing as required by
the department of natural resources in ch. NR 809.

(c) 1. The operator shall discontinue use of a public or private
water system used to supply water to the campground, whenever
the potable water from the system does not meet bacteriologically
safe drinking water standards in ch. NR 809.

2. If the operator discontinues use of the campground’s water
system, the operator shall supply potable water to the campground
from a source and in a manner approved by the department until
the operator submits documentation to the department or its agent
that the water supplied by the water system meets the bacteriologi-
cally safe drinking water standards in ch. NR 809.

Note: Bottles for collection of water samples may be obtained by writing to the
State Laboratory of Hygiene, 2601 Agriculture Drive, Madison, WI 53708 or by call-
ing 800-442-4618. Use of any private or public certified laboratory is acceptable to
satisfy the requirement.

(3) STAND ALONE OUTLETS. The operator shall provide a
stand—alone outlet that supplies potable water under pressure
within 400 feet walking distance from each campsite. No stand—
alone outlet for potable water may be located fewer than 50 feet
from the outside edge of a sanitary dump station apron unless an
alternative is approved by the department under s. ATCP 79.02
(2). For campgrounds or campsites constructed before September
1, 1992, the water supply outlets shall meet the requirements by
the rules in effect when the plans and specifications were
approved.

(4) WATER SERVICE CONNECTIONS. (a) The plumbing system
for the water service and water distribution system for a toilet
building, shower building, privately owned camping unit, or oper-
ator—provided camping unit shall comply with chs. SPS 382 and
384 as enforced by the department of safety and professional ser-
vices.
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(b) Adequate provision shall be made to prevent freezing of
service lines, valves or riser pipes.
(c) Water service connections shall be provided with approved

backflow prevention devices.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.14 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (3) made under s. 13.92
(4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.15 Sewage and wastewater treatment and
handling. (1) POWTS. (a) POWTS as an alternative to public
sewer. If a public sewer is not available to the campground, the
operator may use a POWTS to handle sewage and domestic
wastewater for the campground. The location, design, construc-
tion, and operation of a POWTS shall comply with chs. SPS 382
to 385.

Note: See s. 145.195, Stats., for information regarding building on unsewered
property.

Note: The department of safety and professional services or its designated agent
under s. SPS 383.22 requires plan review and approval for installation, construction,
replacement or addition to a POWTS before installation, construction or modification
occurs. Local jurisdictions may require additional approvals.

(b) POWTS failure. Any structure, campsite, or fixture served
by a failed POWTS may not be used until any one of the following
conditions is met:

1. The operator provides documentation to the department or
its agent that the POWTS is in compliance with chs. SPS 382 to
385.

2. The operator has received approval of a plan for repair,
remediation, or replacement of the POWTS from the department
of safety and professional services or its designated agent and
approval of a plan for wastewater removal and management if the
operator intends to operate the POWTS until the POWTS has been
fully repaired, remediated, or replaced with a POWT that is in
compliance with chs. SPS 382 to 385.

Note: Pursuant to s. 145.245 (4), Stats., a failing private on—site waste-
water treatment system is one which causes or results in any of the follow-
ing conditions:

(a) The discharge of sewage into surface water or groundwater.

(b) The introduction of sewage into zones of saturation which adversely

affects the operation of a private on—site wastewater treatment system.

(c) The discharge of sewage to a drain tile or into zones of bedrock.

(d) The discharge of sewage to the surface of the ground.

(e) The failure to accept sewage discharges and back up of sewage into

the structure served by the private on—site wastewater treatment system.

(c) POWTS access covers. The operator shall ensure that
access opening covers to a POWTS are locked or secured, except
for inspection, evaluation, maintenance or servicing purposes.

(2) SANITARY DUMP STATION. (a) Number required. The oper-
ator shall provide a sanitary dump station in the ratio of 1 for every
300 independent campsites or fraction thereof that are not con-
nected to a POWTS or municipal sewer system. The department
may approve an alternate method of disposal under s. ATCP 79.02
(2) if all of the following conditions apply:

1. There are 20 or fewer campsites designated for indepen-
dent camping units.

2. The distance to the nearest sanitary dump station is 25 or
fewer miles from the campground and is available during that
campground season.

3. The operator has a written agreement that allows campers
who stay at the campground to dispose of wastewater at the sani-
tary dump station identified in subd. 2., and provides a copy of the
written agreement to the department or its agent.

Note: To obtain a copy of the approved comparable compliance application form,
e—mail datcpdfrsrec @ wisconsin.gov or contact the Bureau of Food and Recreational
Businesses at (608) 224-4702 or PO Box 8911, Madison, Wisconsin 53708—-8911.

(b) Design standards. Sanitary dump stations shall conform
to the requirements in s. SPS 382.37 (2).

(c) Location. A sanitary dump station may not be located
within 50 feet of a permanent body of surface water nor within 15
feet of a designated campsite unless an alternative is approved by
the department under s. ATCP 79.02 (2).
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(d) Flushing and cleaning. A supply of water shall be provided
to wash down the drain receptor and pad. The water supply shall
be marked: “THIS IS WATER FOR FLUSHING AND CLEAN-
ING — NOT FOR DRINKING OR DOMESTIC PURPOSES.”

(e) Dump station apron buffer. A distance of 5 feet or more
shall be provided around the sanitary dump station apron to pre-
vent contamination from splash to areas used by the general pub-
lic.

(3) WASTE FROM RECREATIONAL VEHICLES. (a) If approved by
the department of safety and professional services, transfer tanks
may be used to receive the discharge from the toilet, shower, laun-
dry, bath, or sink facility of a recreational vehicle.

(b) The operator shall ensure that sewage and domestic waste-
water from a holding tank or transfer tank of a privately owned or
operator—provided recreational vehicle is emptied as often as nec-
essary so as not to create a nuisance. The operator shall ensure that
sewage and domestic wastewater is disposed of in accordance
with ch. NR 113 or into a sanitary dump station.

(c) Transfer tanks and holding tanks shall be maintained in
good condition and be leakproof.

Note: The department of safety and professional services plumbing product
approvals for RV transfer containers often require that transfer tank remain unburied.
Consult with the department of safety and professional services concerning specific
product approvals.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.15 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (2) (a) (intro.), (c) made
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (3) (c) made
under s. 35.17, Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.16 Toilet facilities. (1) TOILET BUILDINGS. (a)
Design standards. A toilet building shall comply with chs. SPS
361 to 365 as enforced by the department of safety and profes-
sional services. In addition, the toilet building shall have impervi-
ous floors and doors equipped with self—closing devices. Toilet
buildings shall be fly—tight, vermin—proof, and maintained in
clean and good repair.

(b) Toilet rooms; sex designation. Separate toilet rooms shall
be provided for each sex and shall be available at all times while
the campground is occupied by dependent camping units.

(c) Hand wash sinks. If a hand wash sink or portable hand
wash sink is provided for hand washing, the hand wash sink shall
be provided with an adequate supply of soap, water supply that
meets the requirements under s. ATCP 79.14, single—use toweling
or hand drying device, and a waste receptacle.

(2) WaALKwAYS. Walkways to toilet buildings shall be pro-
vided and shall allow safe access under all weather conditions.

(3) ToILETS. (a) General. 1. Each toilet stall or compartment
shall be equipped with a privacy lock.

2. Each toilet stall or compartment shall be provided with an
adequate supply of toilet paper.

3. Toilet seats and riser shall be smooth, nonabsorbent and
easily cleanable.

4. Each toilet and each toilet compartment or stall shall be
maintained and in good repair and working condition.

(b) Construction and type. Vault privies and other toilet units
shall comply with chs. SPS 362 and 391 as enforced by the depart-
ment of safety and professional services.

(c) Location. 1. A toilet for each sex shall be located within
400 walking distance feet from each dependent campsite unless
an alternative is approved by the department under s. ATCP 79.02
2).

2. A vault privy may not be located within 15 feet of a camp-
site or a building used for human occupancy.

3. A distance between 15 and 75 feet may be approved by the
department for other approved privy or toilet types.

(d) Minimum number of toilets; dependent campsites. 1.
Except as provided under subd. 2., an operator with dependent
campsites shall provide the number of toilets specified in Table
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ATCP 79.16. If a campground has more than 100 dependent
campsites, one additional toilet for each sex shall be provided for
every additional 75 campsites or fraction thereof except that uri-
nals may be substituted for up to 50% of the calculated number of
toilets required for males.

Table ATCP 79.16
Minimum Number of Toilets
Required at a Campground

Toilets / Urinals
Number of For Women For Men
Dependent . .
Campsites Toilets Toilets
1to 15 2 2
16 to 30 3 3
31to45 4 4
46 to 60 5 5
61 to 100 6 6

2. For each dependent group campsite, the operator shall pro-
vide one toilet for each sex for every 30 campers or fraction
thereof. Urinals may be substituted for up to 50% of the number
of toilets required for males.

3. Campgrounds with plans and specifications approved by
the department before September 1, 1992 shall have the number
of toilets required by the rules in effect when the plans and specifi-
cations were approved. If the operator increases or modifies any
campground attribute, the operator shall meet the plan review
requirements as provided under s. ATCP 79.04.

(e) Minimum number of toilets; independent campsites. 1.
Except as provided in subd. 2., the operator shall provide a backup
toilet for each sex for every100 independent campsites or fraction
thereof. The toilets shall be available at all times that the camp-
ground is occupied.

2. Backup toilets are not required where campsites are
designed for and limited exclusively to use by independent camp-
ing units, and the camping units are connected to the camp-
ground’s POWTS or a municipal waste treatment system.

(f) Unisex toilets. The operator may use unisex toilets if the
total number of required toilets for both male and female is the
same or higher than specified in Table ATCP 79.16.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.16 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (c), (3) (¢) 1., (d) 1.,
3., (), Table made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; cor-
rection in (1) (a), Table ATCP 79.16 (title) made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register June
2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.17 Shower building. (1) If a building housing
showers is provided at a campground, the building shall comply
with chs. SPS 361 to 365 as enforced by the department of safety
and professional services.

(2) Shower room floors shall be slip—resistant or be provided
with nonabsorbent, easily cleanable matting. The mats shall be
maintained clean and in good condition.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.17 Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.18 Petting zoos. (1) If the campground
includes a petting zoo, the operator shall provide a hand washing
or a hand sanitizing station near the exit to encourage hand wash-
ing by patrons after handling animals.

(2) The operator shall post a sign at the hand washing or hand
sanitizing station required under sub. (1), with the following
wording “For the health of our guests, hand washing or hand sani-
tizing is encouraged for all who have been in the petting zoo area”.
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(3) A petting zoo may not be located within 100 feet of a
campsite as specified in s. ATCP 79.11 (4) (b).

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.18 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (3) made under s. 13.92
(4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.19 Fish and game cleaning station. (1) If
the campground includes a fish and game cleaning station, the
operator shall maintain the cleaning station in a sanitary manner.
The area used for fish cleaning shall be designed to be smooth,
easily cleanable and nonabsorbent.

(2) If the fish and game cleaning station has plumbing, the
plumbing shall comply with the requirements in chs. SPS 382 to
384 as enforced by the department of safety and professional ser-
vices.

(3) A fish and game cleaning station may not be within 75 feet
of a campsite. This subsection first applies to a fish and game
cleaning station that is new or replaced after February 1, 2016.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.19 Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.20 Garbage and refuse. (1) GENERAL. (a)
The operator shall provide a sufficient number of garbage, refuse,
and recyclables containers for use by campers. The containers
shall be durable, cleanable, insect—resistant, rodent—resistant,
leakproof, nonabsorbent, and of sufficient capacity to hold all of
the accumulated garbage, refuse, and recyclables. The containers
shall be covered, unless the containers are emptied on a daily
basis. Collection points may be located throughout the camp-
ground for centralized garbage, refuse and recyclable pickup. A
campground operator may request a variance under s. ATCP
79.02 (2) to receive approval for an alternate method of garbage
and refuse pick up.

(b) 1. The operator shall prevent garbage, refuse, and recycla-
ble containers from developing a buildup of soil or attracting
insects and rodents.

2. The operator may not store garbage or refuse outside in
plastic bags, wet—strength paper bags, or baled units after collec-
tion.

(2) BURNING OF REFUSE. If the operator burns garbage or
refuse, the operator shall comply with s. NR 429.04 and chs. NR
415 and 445 as enforced by the department of natural resources.
Areas around burning facilities shall be clean and orderly.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.20 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (a) made under s.
13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1) (a) made under
s. 35.17, Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.21 Insect and rodent control. The operator
shall provide effective measures to minimize the presence of
rodents, flies, cockroaches, bed bugs, and other insects in opera-
tor—provided camping units and other buildings located in the
campground.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.21 Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.22 Fire prevention. (1) GENERAL. A camp-
ground shall be kept free of litter, rubbish and other flammable
materials.

(2) FIRE EXTINGUISHER. At least one ABC rated fire extin-
guisher shall be available in a campground office or other building
that is accessible to campers. The fire extinguisher shall be readily
accessible and maintained in operable condition.

(3) CaMPFIRES. (a) Except as specified in par. (b), a campfire
shall be contained in a campfire ring and located a minimum of 5
feet away from all camping units, building structures, and motor
vehicles.

(b) A campsite existing before February 1, 2016, is exempt
from the requirements in par. (a).

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month.
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(4) GRILLS. An operator—provided grill shall be maintained in
P P g
good repair.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.22 Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.23 Play equipment. (1) Play or recreational
equipment shall be installed according to manufacturer’s instruc-
tions and maintained in good repair.

(2) Play equipment shall be free of open “S” hooks, protruding
bolt ends, and sharp points or edges.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.23 Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.24 General campground administration.
(1) GENERAL. (a) Every campground shall be operated,
equipped, and maintained with strict regard for the public health
and safety and in conformity with the rules of this chapter.

(b) The campground operator shall maintain the campground,
its structures, and its facilities in a clean and safe condition at all
times.

(2) CAMPGROUND REGISTER. The operator shall maintain a
written or electronic campground register that contains the name
of each principal campsite occupant, this person’s contact infor-
mation, the person’s arrival and departure dates, and the number
of campers in the person’s party. The campground register shall
be available to any authorized employee or agent of the depart-
ment who, in carrying out his or her duties, asks to inspect the reg-
ister. The operator shall keep the campground register for at least
one year after the principal campsite occupant’s date of departure
from a campsite.

(3) EMERGENCY TELEPHONE. The operator shall display a dura-
ble sign posted in public view with the following wording
“EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS.” The sign shall provide
directions to the nearest location where a telephone is available for
emergency use.

(4) REcorDs. The operator shall maintain a copy of all of the
following records on the premises of the campground:

(a) The campground plans and specifications approved by the
department or its agent.

(b) The most current version of ch. ATCP 79.
(c) Department approvals under s. ATCP 79.02 (2).

(d) The most current bacteriological analysis for total coliform
report from water testing for each water system serving the camp-
ground.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.24 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (4) (b), (c) made under
s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP 79.25 Mobile or manufactured homes in a
campground. Whenever 3 or more mobile or manufactured
homes are located in a campground, the operator shall either
obtain a license as a manufactured home community from the
department of safety and professional services as specified in s.
SPS 326.08 (1) or develop and implement an action plan in accor-
dance with s. ATCP 79.07 (4) to remove all but 2 mobile or manu-
factured homes from the campground.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—-1-16; correction
made under s. 35.17, Stats., Register October 2015 No. 718; renum. from DHS
178.25 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats.,
Register June 2016 No. 726.

ATCP  79.26 Special event campgrounds.
(1) LICENSEREQUIRED. (a) Before a person may operate a special
event campground, the person shall have a license issued by the
department or its agent. The department or its agent may issue a
license for a special event campground only in conjunction with
a special event, such as a fair, rally, carnival, music festival, sport-
ing event, community festival, or other similar event.

(b) No camping may occur until a license is granted by the
department or its agent.
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(2) LICENSE DURATION AND RENEWAL. A license issued under
this section may not exceed 14 days in duration.

(3) AppLicaTION. The application for a license for a special
event campground shall be made to the department or its agent at
least 30 days before the special event. The application for a
license shall be made on an application form provided by the
department or its agent and shall include all of the following:

(a) The location of the event.

(b) An estimate of the number of people to be accommodated.

(c) The water supply source and distribution method.

(d) The number and locations of toilet facilities and plans for
servicing and maintenance.

(e) The number and location of garbage and refuse disposal
sites.

(f) The methods for disposal of liquid waste.

(g) The applicable fee specified under s. ATCP 79.06 and any
fees previously due to the department or its agent.

(4) Size. (a) A campsite in a special event campground shall
have a minimum area of 800 square feet.

(b) A campsite in a special event campground established
before February 1, 2016 is exempt from the requirements in par.
(a).

(5) WATER sUPPLY. Potable water shall be provided. If potable
water is not provided by a well, the operator shall obtain prior
approval from the department or its agent of a an alternative
method of providing a potable water supply, such as bottled water
provided free of charge or an approved water transport vehicle or
storage container.

(6) TOILET FACILITIES. (a) If permanent toilet facilities are not
provided in sufficient numbers, portable toilets may be used if
approved by the department of safety and professional services.
The operator shall contract with a licensed waste hauler and pro-
vide the department or its agent with a copy of the written agree-
ment or obtain an alternative method of waste disposal that is
approved by the department under s. ATCP 79.02 (2).
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(b) Toilets facilities shall be fly—tight and vermin—proof with
impervious floors, seat risers and seats. Doors shall have self—
closing devices and be equipped with a privacy lock.

(c) Toilet facilities shall be kept clean, maintained in good
repair, and emptied with sufficient frequency to ensure their
proper operation.

(7) WASTEWATER. Water that has been used for cleaning or
personal hygiene shall be disposed of in a manner not to create a
nuisance.

(8) GARBAGE AND REFUSE. Garbage and refuse shall be stored
and disposed of in accordance with s. ATCP 79.20.

History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2-1-16; renum.
from DHS 178.26 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (3) (g), (6) (a), (8) made
under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (6) (b) made
under s. 35.17, Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726; CR 18-019: am. (1), (2), (3)
(intro.) Register January 2020 No. 769, eff. 2—1-20.

ATCP 79.27 Rustic campsites. (1) A rustic campsite is
exempt from the requirements in ss. ATCP 79.11 to 79.17 and
79.20 to 79.22 (2) and (4).

(2) A rustic campsite shall be located a minimum of 500 feet
from a designated parking area, a road for motorized access, a
non—rustic campsite, a camping cabin, a tourist rooming house, or
any other building structure located within the campground.

(3) There may be no more than one rustic campsite per acre.
The minimum distance between each rustic campsite shall be 400
feet unless a variance is approved by the department under s.
ATCP 79.02 (2). The department may consider topography in the
approval making process.

(4) The operator shall require the camper to carry garbage and
refuse out of the rustic campsite.

(5) A rustic campsite may be designated, and provided with a
campfire ring.
History: CR 15-001: cr. Register October 2015 No. 718, eff. 2—1-16; renum.

from DHS 178.27 Register June 2016 No. 726; correction in (1), (3) made under s.
13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2016 No. 726.
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