
Dear valued public pool/water attraction operator, 

If you are not already aware, the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP) wants to provide additional information on Gov. Tony 
Evers’ emergency order issued on March 17 and how it affects you. 

The order defines mass gatherings as “any planned or spontaneous public or private event 
or convening that will bring together or is likely to bring together 10 or more people in a 
single room or a single confined or enclosed space at the same time.” Because 10 or more 
people may potentially congregate in or around a public pool, and public pools are not 
exempt, public pools and water attractions may not be used at this time. 

Allowing a pool to become non-circulating and without disinfectant can lead to biofilm 
formation or growth within the plumbing, as well as bacterial growth in the pool. The biofilm 
can provide a surface for bacteria and other pathogens, protecting them from the effects of 
chlorination. Harmful pathogens like cryptosporidium, viruses and bacteria could also 
survive, and bacteria populations may be able to grow. For these reasons, unless a pool is 
properly drained and closed down, recirculation and disinfection are still required even 
though nobody is using the pool. 

The emergency order remains in effect for the duration of the public health emergency 
declared in Order No. 72, or until a superseding order is issued. 

Helpful Resources on COVID-19 

The State of Wisconsin created a webpage that offers resources from various agencies and 
answers to critical questions. Here are a few other resources from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS) that might be helpful during this challenging time: 

 COVID-19 Information 

 COVID-19 Facts: Why Social Distancing 

 COVID-19 Facts: Protect Your Family 

Thank you for your role in keeping Wisconsinites safe and healthy by reducing the spread of 
COVID-19. If you have any questions, please send them to datcpdfrsrec@wisconsin.gov. 

Sincerely, 

The Division of Food and Recreational Safety 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1zw1mC_82nxtsZJ3dZpP-IW-MR_2NfqW69Fe7fvCTFugu12UKKJBLWDBdivafrpGeuUgH7c9g1od97BSrI0tDax5-i7SfGN0r8_GKQ0u2x41MltONipzuuxDsxpTRKLplQW1TH09rsYMry1lcKUB8Qvd1TFkWxlBrJsbWmGlx1FyHVUyhs69lVLdEBh-ekNiVRXb7zor7TSkkwqlriQ2962xxXV9_MBDAft9E-93Cq8CMlrmgsg1dYPpzux-YeccE/https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjAuMTkwODgyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dJR09WLzIwMjAvMDMvMTcvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNDAzNTM1L0dvdi4lMjBFdmVyc19ESFMlMjBvcmRlcl8zLjE3LjIwLnBkZiJ9.vmTJJasOk4ePWjHf7C8ulpe-jqzpkwzSc70cgfbh9l8%2Fbr%2F76443716329-l
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