Theme:
Wild West Weekend

Decorations:

· Bandanas – multicolored – tied around any posts, or almost anywhere.  Can be purchased for 50 cents if you watch for sales – Can also purchase material – cut in strips, instead of squares to save money, when tied it is hard to tell if they were square to begin with.

· Cowboy hats – Oriental Express – Hobby Lobby – Ben Franklin are good sources
· Could also get a silhouette off the internet – get black poster paper and cut horses, hats, steers, boots, etc. to hang on the walls & bulletin boards
· A basic red and white checkered table cloth to cover the table. Make a centerpiece with a balloon bouquet tied to a toy horse.  If possible, give a real horseshoe to every child, attach a balloon to each one and place at their table setting. Instead of streamers, hang easy western stencils. Ropes, hay, saddle and horseshoes add authenticity to the decor. Place the saddle over a bail of hay so that the children can ride an imaginary horse. Don't forget the western music!
Games & Activities:

· Adult Horseshoe tournament

· If you have access to horses - have scheduled hay rides 

· Chili Cook off – Or just a Chili supper – (Make sure you use a lot of “you all’s & such when talking)

Treats
Serve up hot dogs, beans, corn on the cob and corn bread. A bottle of sarsaparilla (root beer) or a Roy Rogers will quench any cowgirl/cowboy thirst!  
Kids Activities:

· Pony Rides

· Get creative with a kids wagon and build a covered wagon

· Pin the tail on the “Bucking Bronko”
· Tin can shoot played with empty pop cans and a squirt gun. Place three cans on a bench and take turns with the water gun.  Prize for best shoot.

· Pin the badge on the sheriff....

· Have a rope tying contest with licorice or real ropes.

· A horse relay with brooms and a challenge course. 

· Cowboy hat and/or Cowboy boot – Sculpt out of Play Dough – Recipe included below

Make Your Own Play-Dough 
Play Dough Recipe
Flour 3cups
Salt 1 1/2 cups
Water 3 cups
Vegetable Oil 2TB.
Cream of tartar 1TB.
Food coloring few drops or unsweetened "Kool-Aid" 1pkg.

Mix ALL of the ingredients in a large saucepan.
Cook over medium low heat, until the dough comes away 
from the edges of the pan and it becomes difficult to move the spoon. Remove from heat. Cool until it can be handled.  Place on counter or wax paper knead 3-4 times. Store in an air tight container.

Have the kids shape the dough into cowboy hats or cowboy boots.  

Goodie Bags and Prizes
Cut squares of bandana fabric.  Or you can purchase bandana (already hemmed) Fill the squares and tie all four corners together. 

· Ideas for prizes and Goodies...
Licorice ropes, western Stickers, hard candies, toy badges
and small western figures.

Faux Leather Cowboy Vests
You'll need:
Brown paper Grocery bags, Markers, scissors
Directions: Cut one side of the bag down the middle to make vest opening. Cut the bottom enough to fit a child comfortably around neck and shoulders. 
Decorate with markers.
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