Theme:
Karoke Weekend
Find a DJ who is personable and can really involve the audience for this weekend.  It will be a lot more fun if you have someone that will get the audience up on the stage for short intervals and have them “perform”.  This program is lots of laughs if it is done right.  

Decorations:

Music, notes, bright lights, top hats, etc.
Games & Activities:
· Schedule some afternoon music
· Have a program in the evening with the Karoke DJ
Kids Activities:

· Make an instrument 
· Have a concert
Home made musical instrument is a way to include music in your child's life.
	Kids love noise and they love to create. You don’t need to buy expensive instruments for young children. Time enough for that later when they are demanding drum lessons! For now, concentrate on letting them experiment with different sounds. It is all about cause and effect and music is a great learning tool for enhancing mathematical skills. Children will unconsciously find themselves making rhythm and rhythm requires a steady and repetitious sound that in turn helps them learn about order and counting. When they get a little more accustomed to using the instrument, try to introduce the concept of timing. Count four beats over and over and then try to introduce some half beats. Children pick this up very quickly because they are participating in an audio nature, physically and having some fun as well. 

To enhance the whole learning concept, try some of these simple homemade ways to make your child some musical instruments for hours of fun. Your children will appreciate it a whole lot more if they have taken the time to produce their own instrument. They will also learn a lot more about how sound is produced and different ways that they can change the properties of that sound. It’s also a lot of fun and time spent together! 

DRUMS 

Collect all different varieties of containers of different sizes. Stretch some material over the opening of the container and secure it tightly with some heavy-duty tape. Experiment with different materials and different tautness. You can buy a piece of leather at your local craft store; you can also pick up some thin dowel at the craft store or hardware store to serve as drum sticks. 

Turn the drum material side up and you have a great homemade instrument. Put a marching CD on and let the kids participate in the pounding rhythm. 

Alternatively, young babies and toddler will delight in just about any container being upturned and pounded on with some wooden spoons! 

MARACAS 

There are a whole variety of sounds that can come from homemade maracas. Try using different types of containers and noisemakers inside to get some different sounds. Here are some suggestions: 

Containers: 

- Two Dixie cups taped together at the rims - Empty water bottle - Empty milk bottle - Film canister 

Fillers: - Rice - Beads - Sand - Pebbles - Dried peas 

Experiment with the different fillers until you find one just right. Also, remember to put different amounts of fillers into your maracas, you will get different sounds. 

WOODEN STICKS 

One of the most basic musical instruments that also date back further than most people know, is simple musical sticks. Either find some in your back yard or buy a simple piece of dowel and cut it to size. To get the kids more involved in this you paint or decorate the sticks with something meaningful. You can also nail some bottle tops to the sticks to get a nice clatter each time they are banged together. 

Show them how to tap fast and slow and use music of different tempos to accompany them. 

CYMBALS 

Another of the percussion family – the mighty cymbals! While they won’t produce the same amount of ‘clatter’ as the real thing, you can make a simple set of cymbals out of two foil pie tins with straps or handles affixed to the back. After all, your homemade band is all about imagination! 

GLASS XYLOPHONE 

Something that everyone already knows about but a great experiment for kids anyway. Fill some glasses with varying amounts of water and line them up from most full to least full. Find a drumstick-sized instrument to tap on each glass. Each glass will make a different sound directly related to how much water is in it. Let them experiment with the levels of water and discuss the differences. Try using eight glasses and talk about what an octave is in musical terms. See if you can work out how to play a familiar but simple tune like “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”. 

TAP SHOES 

Remember that music comes from all different sources. Try affixing something like bottle caps to the heels of an old pair of shoes and clatter away on the pavement outside. Have your kids dance around to some jazzy music and see if they can’t keep up! 

Overall, music is all about having fun. The main thing is that there is no wrong or right way to get some rhythm. You can do something as simple as pounding on a trash can lid and still be teaching some very valuable lessons. 
	
	


9 Easy to Make Musical Instruments for Kids 

[image: image1.jpg]



Children love music as much as they enjoy making things. Why not join these two creative forces and make one or all of these fun and easy musical instruments to encourage play and creativity.


DECORATIVE ITEMS

For any of these activities, you can leave the items plain or decorate them. If you need ideas for decorating these projects, try any of the following items. We are sure this list will help you think of even more items you can use. Combine different things such as buttons and glitter or sequins and yarn. Let the children's creativity surprise you!

Keeping items such as these in a large plastic storage container makes for easy access and quick clean up.

sequins – buttons – yarn – ribbon - masking tape – beads – glitter – sand – cellophane - construction paper – magazines – photos – crayons – markers - colored pencils - paint - nail polish


When you are finished constructing your instruments, have a camera ready to take a picture of the band. Record this activity in your child's scrapbook so you can look back in years to come.


TAMBOURINE

2 paper plates - stapler or glue - hole punch - string  - jingle bells - crayons

Staple or glue two paper plates together, facing each other. Using a hole punch, make holes around the plates and tie jingle bells to the holes with string. Decorate the tambourine with crayons. 

Shake to play.

Note: Heavy duty paper plates may be more durable for this craft.

Safety note: If using a stapler, an adult should do this. When finished be sure to cover the staples with scotch tape.

DRUM

empty oatmeal box with cover – yarn – pen - 2 pencils - 2 spools - construction paper  - crayons

Before beginning, you can decorate the oatmeal box with construction paper and/or crayons for a colorful effect. 

Place the cover on the box. Use a pen to make a hole in the center of the cover and in the center of the bottom of the box. Through these holes, pull a piece of yarn long enough to hang around child's neck and down to their waist. 

For the drumsticks, place the spools at the ends of the pencils, secure with glue if necessary. 

Beat to play.


CHIMES

ruler or stick – washers - nail polish – string - mixing spoon

Hang the washers from the ruler or stick with pieces of string by wrapping the string around the ruler or stick and securing. Strike the washers with the mixing spoon to play.

Note: You can make this craft colorful by painting the washers first with different color nail polishes, such as red, gold, glittery, etc. Parents should supervise this part of the activity closely.


HORN

paper towel roll - waxed paper - rubber band - pen

Cover one end of the paper towel roll with waxed paper, secure it with a rubber band. Punch a row of holes along one side of the roll with the tip of a pen.

To play, sing a tune into the open end of the horn. 


CYMBALS

two matching pot covers - yarn or ribbon

Tie the ribbon or yarn around the handles of the pot covers. To play, strike together.


XYLOPHONE

tall glasses or jars – water - mixing spoon

Fill the glasses or jars with different amounts of water. The more water in the glass, the lower the pitch will be. Having less water in the glass or jar will raise the pitch. 

To play, gently strike the glasses with a mixing spoon.

Note: This instrument should probably be played by older children in "the band" because of the use of glass. 


COMB BUZZER

pocket comb - tissue paper

Fold a piece of tissue paper over the tooth edge of a comb. To play, hum through the tissue paper.


GUITAR

empty shoe box - rubber bands - ruler or stick

Remove the cover from the box. Stretch the rubber bands around the box. Attach the ruler or stick to the back of the box on one end to act as the arm of the guitar.

To play, strum or pluck the rubber bands.


HAND BELLS

2 paper towel rolls - hole punch - 4 jingle bells - string or yarn

Punch a hole in each end of the paper towel rolls. Tie two jingle bells to each side of the paper towel rolls by running string or yarn through the holes and carefully tying off.

Shake to play.

Have fun and let creativity and imagination run wild! Record the band's first song and play back for some great giggle time. Enjoy! 

